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New water sharing plan rules to manage water for 
the environment 

Summary of the new rules for water for the environment in the Gwydir, 
Macquarie and Barwon-Darling unregulated rivers. 

From 1 July 2020, water sharing plans for three northern valleys include new rules to ensure water 

for the environment can remain in the water source to achieve beneficial environmental outcomes. 

What are the new rules? 
There are three new sets of rules to more effectively manage water for the environment. 

Rule What the rule does 

1. Individual daily 
extraction 
component (IDEC) 

Limits how much water is available to be pumped on any given day. 

This set of rules limits the daily volume of water that licence holders can access 
under an individual water access licence once commence-to-pump (CtP) 
thresholds have been reached. IDECs will limit the effect of pumping during peak 
irrigation periods to achieve both local and downstream benefits, including 
environmental benefits. Permanent trade of IDECs is limited to within river 
sections. 

2. Resumption of 
flows 

Protects the first flow that comes down the river after a prolonged period of 
low or no flows. 

This rule is triggered when a flow event occurs after a continuous period of dry or 
low flow conditions and prevents water users from accessing the first flow for a 
period of time. 

3. Active 
management  

The Minister announces access and may also announce a daily limit to 
share available volumes. 

This set of rules makes it clear when pumping can start and when it must stop. 
These rules allow adjustment of flow thresholds to protect Active Environmental 
Water and provide an option for licence holders in unregulated rivers to protect 
their share rather than extract it (so it remains in-stream). 

Where do the new rules apply? 
Different rules operate in different water sources. Table 1 explains where the new rules apply.  

Table 1. Where the new rules apply 

Rule Where the rules apply 

Individual daily extraction 
component (IDEC) 

All management zones in the Barwon-Darling unregulated river water 
source. 

Resumption of flows All management zones in the Barwon-Darling unregulated river water 
source. 
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Rule Where the rules apply 

Active management (adjusting 
access thresholds to protect 
environmental water) 

All management zones in the Gingham Watercourse and Mallowa 
Creek, in the Gwydir unregulated river water source. 

All management zones in the Lower Macquarie River water source, the 
Lower Marthaguy Creek, and Gum Cowal in the Macquarie Bogan 
unregulated river water source. 

Active management (sharing 
limited volumes and expressions 
of interest, ability to protect water 
from unregulated licenses) 

All zones in the Barwon-Darling Unregulated River Water Source: 

• Gum Cowal, Lower Macquarie River Upstream, Lower 

Macquarie River Downstream and Lower Marthaguy Creek 

Management Zones as described in the Water Sharing Plan for 

the Macqaurie-Bogan Unregulated Rivers Water Source 2012  

• Upper Gingham Watercourse Management Zone (Gingham 

Watercourse Water Source), Lower Gingham Watercourse 

Management Zone (Gingham Watercourse Water Source), and 

Mallowa Creek Management Zone (Mehi River Water Source). 

When do the new rules start? 
Water sharing plans that came into effect on 1 July 2020 include the new rules. Some rules started 

from that date, and others on 1 December 2020. 

Some of the rules cause water access licence conditions and works approvals to change. Licence 

holders should have received an official notification letter with their new conditions. All licence 

holders must comply with the new conditions from the date they are issued (Table 2).  

Table 2. Rule start dates and water sharing plans 

Rule Rule start date Water sharing plan and clause references 

Individual daily extraction 
component (IDEC) 

1 July 2020 

 

 

 

Clause 42A Take in accordance with individual 
daily extraction components in the Water 
Sharing Plan for the Barwon-Darling 
Unregulated River Water Source 2012. 

Resumption of flows 1 July 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clause 50 Resumption of flows in Water 
Sharing Plan for the Barwon-Darling 
Unregulated River Water Source 2012. 
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Rule Rule start date Water sharing plan and clause references 

Active management (adjusting 
access thresholds to protect 
environmental water, announcing 
access) 

1 December 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clauses 42, 43, 43A and 45A active 
management in the Water Sharing Plan for the 
Gwydir Unregulated and Alluvial Water 
Sources 2012 

Clause 53A active management in the Water 

Sharing Plan for Macquarie Bogan Unregulated 

and Alluvial Water Sources 2012 

Clauses 46, 47 and 49A active management 
in the Water Sharing Plan for the Barwon-
Darling Unregulated River Water Source 2012. 

Active management (sharing limited 
volumes and expressions of 
interest, ability to protect water from 
unregulated licenses) 

1 December 2020 Clause 51, 53A and 55A active management 
in the Macquarie Bogan 

Clause 42A and 43 active management in the 
Barwon-Darling 

Clause 40 active management in the Gwydir 
(not implemented until required). 

Where can I find more information? 
The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (the department) has published a series of 

fact sheets about the rules on the environmental water hub.  

Fact sheets in this series: 

Environmental water fact sheets 

What’s new – Gwydir 

(fact sheet 1) 

What’s new – 

Macquarie 

(fact sheet 2) 

What’s new – Barwon-

Darling 

(fact sheet 3) 

How to comply – 

Gwydir 

(fact sheet 4) 

How to comply – 

Macquarie 

(fact sheet 5) 

How to comply – 

Barwon-Darling 

(fact sheet 6) 

How to find out more 

(fact sheet 7) 

New Rules for 

protecting 

environmental water – 

summary 

(fact sheet 8) 

New Rules for protecting 

environmental water – 

FAQ 

(fact sheet 9) 

Individual Daily 

Extraction 

Components (IDECs) 

– Barwon-Darling 

(fact sheet 10) 

 

https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water/environmental-water-hub
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/311776/gwydir-whats-new-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/311776/gwydir-whats-new-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/311779/macquarie-whats-new-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/311779/macquarie-whats-new-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/311779/macquarie-whats-new-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/312244/whats-new-barwon-darling-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/312244/whats-new-barwon-darling-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/312244/whats-new-barwon-darling-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/311775/gwydir-how-to-comply-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/311775/gwydir-how-to-comply-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/311775/gwydir-how-to-comply-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/311778/macquarie-how-to-comply-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/311778/macquarie-how-to-comply-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/311778/macquarie-how-to-comply-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/311773/how-to-comply-barwon-darling-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/311773/how-to-comply-barwon-darling-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/311773/how-to-comply-barwon-darling-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/383420/active-mgmt-rule-summary.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/383420/active-mgmt-rule-summary.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/383420/active-mgmt-rule-summary.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/383420/active-mgmt-rule-summary.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/383420/active-mgmt-rule-summary.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/383419/active-mgmt-faqs.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/383419/active-mgmt-faqs.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/383419/active-mgmt-faqs.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/383419/active-mgmt-faqs.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/383418/active-mgmt-idecs.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/383418/active-mgmt-idecs.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/383418/active-mgmt-idecs.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/383418/active-mgmt-idecs.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/383418/active-mgmt-idecs.pdf
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WaterNSW has a customer service enquiries line and email for licence holder to ask questions 

about the new licence conditions. Licence holders can email 

Customer.Helpdesk@waternsw.com.au or call 1300 662 077 from 8 am to 5 pm, Monday to 

Friday. Contact the department by email at water.relations@dpie.nsw.gov.au for questions about 

the new environmental water policies. 

© State of New South Wales through Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 2021 The information contained in this 
publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (May 2021). However, because of advances in knowledge, 
users are reminded of the need to ensure that the information upon which they rely is up-to-date and to check the currency of the 
information with the appropriate officer of the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment or the user’s independent adviser. 
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