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MINISTER’S FOREWORD

2 NSW Department of Industry

Water is a precious resource used by every 

person, community and industry in NSW.  

The current drought sharpens our focus on  

how we best collect, store, share and  

distribute our water. 

Growing demands, uncertain climate impacts 

and shifting community expectations mean we 

need to plan and invest in improved long-term 

regional water security. That is exactly what this 

government is doing.

Water security is at the heart of thriving regional 

communities. It contributes to the appeal and 

prosperity of rural areas, regional towns and cities. 

It creates cultural connections to Country and 

supports community well-being. Water in the right 

places at the right times is also vital for healthy 

regional landscapes and sustainable ecosystems.

Our goal is for NSW to have vibrant and resilient 

communities up and down our coast and across 

our inland regions. We need to understand 

how our regional communities are adapting 

to new economic opportunities, provide the 

services and infrastructure to help globally 

competitive industries perform, and strengthen 

environmental sustainability.

The NSW Government is working with 

communities to secure water for the future by: 

• developing long-term regional water strategies 

to identify solutions to emerging challenges

• investing in regional and local water 

infrastructure projects to secure water supply

• supporting local water utilities to improve 

water services

• implementing and updating water sharing 

plans that balance water use for everyone 

• delivering on our commitments under the 

Murray–Darling Basin Plan.

This Regional Water Statement sets out where 

we are today and our plans to support vibrant 

regional communities with secure access to water 

resources for the future. 

 

The Hon. Niall Blair MLC  

Minister for Regional Water 

Cover: Carrathool Bridge over Murrumbidgee River, Carrathool
Credit: Destination NSW
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Title: Manning River, Cundletown 
Credit: Destination NSW



INTRODUCTION
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The NSW Government is committed to ensuring that communities  
in regional and rural NSW have water to live, grow and enjoy now  
and for the future. 

We have a fair approach to managing our 

precious water resources that underpins the 

prosperity of our regions. It enables growing 

economies, thriving towns and a healthy 

environment for people to enjoy. 

We need to look to the future and ensure 

water security in the face of new challenges 

and opportunities. We must understand, prepare 

and plan for these and adapt our approach 

over time. 

We are doing this by:

• setting clear rules for sharing water supported 

by firm but fair enforcement

• planning and investing in long-term 

infrastructure solutions to better secure water 

for everyone

• working with the community to get the 

balance right including improved management 

of water for the environment 

• preparing for extreme events.

Title: Murray Darling Junction, Wentworth 
Credit: Destination NSW



CHALLENGES
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The climate is variable and changing

Projected changes in rainfall patterns, warmer 

conditions and increased evaporation will  

impact future water availability. The frequency, 

intensity and duration of droughts is also 

predicted to increase, which may affect water 

quality and the ecology of our rivers.

Regional populations are growing  
and shifting

Regional NSW is home to over 3 million people. 

By 2056 its population is predicted to be  

3.8 million, with much of this growth  

concentrated in coastal hubs and inland  

growth centres. This will increase demand  

for essential water and wastewater services.

There is increasing competition  
for water

Many regional economies are highly reliant  

on the export of food, energy and resources.  

As demand for these exports increases and  

new markets emerge, regions will need to be 

resilient and adaptable to changed conditions.

OPPORTUNITIES

Placing communities at the centre  
of water service provision

It is important that governments and major 

and local utilities manage water resources fairly 

and responsibly, and demonstrate leadership 

and integrity in their actions. Our communities 

have shown they are engaged in our processes. 

We need to embed communities at the heart 

of decision-making about water resources 

through our governance structures and 

ongoing consultation. 

Embracing technology and innovation

Innovation and science are critical to improving 

the productivity of water. Advances in science 

and technology will create opportunities for 

innovation in water supply, water use efficiency 

and wastewater and stormwater re-use.  

There will also be significant advances in 

metering, modelling and monitoring that 

government can use as an evidence base for 

decision-making and the deployment of more 

sophisticated compliance strategies. 

Achieving shared benefits  
from water delivery

Currently, water is ordered by users for a single 

purpose, such as irrigation orders, bulk water 

transfers and environmental flows. These events 

provide an opportunity to generate shared 

outcomes, but this will require planning and 

cooperation between government, water users 

and stakeholders.
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Title: Paradise Fresh, Tamworth 
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VALUE OF WATER FOR NSW’S INLAND  
AND COASTAL REGIONS
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ECONOMY

The engine industries of 

agriculture, mining and tourism 

drive economic productivity 

in NSW regions. Certainty 

about water availability, access, 

quality and price is essential for 

these enterprises.

Agricultural production 
in NSW accounts for

60%
of the total water 

consumption.

The total value of NSW’s 
agricultural production  

in 2016-17 was

$15.4b

The total value of NSW irrigated 
production in 2016-17 was

$3.7b

Regional NSW draws more visitors 
every year. Rivers, lakes and 

estuaries contribute to its appeal.

REGIONAL TOWNS  
AND CITIES

Surface water is the primary 

supply for most regional cities 

and towns, but groundwater is a 

significant source in some areas.

Around 

500 
urban communities

 
in regional NSW need safe,  

secure and affordable drinking  
water and sewerage services.

66% 
of total urban  
water supply

 
is used for residential purposes. 
Commercial and civic activities 

account for the remainder.

RURAL & REGIONAL 
COMMUNITIES

The liveability of a region is 

influenced by the recreational 

opportunities provided by rivers, 

wetlands and lakes. Many are 

also of cultural and spiritual 

significance to Aboriginal people.

ENVIRONMENT

Water is needed to preserve 

the health of riverine, estuarine 

and wetland ecosystems, and 

to maintain the foodwebs that 

support water-dependent plants 

and animals.
Some floodplain  
wetlands in NSW  

support more than 

20,000
waterbirds.

11 
wetlands 

in regional NSW 
are listed under an 

international convention 
that aims to protect 

their ecological 
character. 49 

native fish species 
live in NSW rivers 

and freshwater 
wetlands.



LEADERS IN WATER MANAGEMENT 
AND REGULATION

We have reformed water management in NSW over the last two decades. We have put in place plans 

for sharing water, established clear water rights and a market for trading these rights.

This provides for the sustainable, equitable and efficient allocation of water and for achieving better 

economic, social and environmental outcomes.
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ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES IN  
RURAL & REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT

Water policy, 
planning and 

resource  
allocation

NSW Department  
of Industry—Lands 

and Water

Office of Environment 
and Heritage  

Environmental Water

Administration  
of water rights

 
WaterNSW

Natural Resources 
Access Regulator 

(NRAR)  
Major utilities

Distribution  
of water

WaterNSW 
Bulk raw water

Rural irrigation 
corporations 

Bulk raw water

Local water utilities 
Drinking water, some 

recycled water

Water  
pricing

NSW Independent 
Pricing & Regulatory 

Tribunal (IPART)

Monitoring, 
compliance  
and review

    
NRAR  

Compliance and 
enforcement of water 

regulation

Dol-W, DPI-F & OEH* 
Monitoring of 

outcomes of planning 
and policy

Natural Resources 
Commission 

Review and audit of 
water sharing plans

*NSW Department of Industry—Lands and Water (DoI-W), NSW Department of Primary Industries—Fisheries (DPI-F) and Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH).

Water sharing plans set out the rules for sharing water between users

Water sharing plans set the rules for sharing 

surface water and groundwater between 

competing domestic, industrial, agricultural  

and environmental needs. 

These statutory, 10–year plans create certainty  

for all users by:

• defining sustainable limits on surface and 

groundwater use to enable supply reliability, 

downstream sharing and environmental outcomes

• protecting water for the environment, basic 

landholder rights and cultural needs

• providing secure, legal and tradeable water 

access rights to boost investment confidence.

Water sharing plans also set rules for water 

trading, that is, the buying and selling of water 

licences and annual water allocations. 

In most parts of the state, the available water  

is fully allocated. For many people, purchasing 

water in the market is the primary way to 

secure water they need. Water trading drives 

more efficient water use, increases economic 

productivity and helps to optimise use of water 

for the environment.

Under the Murray–Darling Basin Plan, NSW 

is developing 20 water resource plans for 

completion in 2019. Water resource plans will 

reflect the NSW arrangements in water sharing 

plans for sharing water for consumptive use. 

They will also reflect the NSW rules to meet 

environmental and water quality objectives and 

will take into account potential and emerging risks 

to water resources. Our water sharing plans  

in the Basin are being updated to support this.
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Water sharing plans

Specify the rules for sharing water to  
maintain the health, sustainability and  

productivity of surface water and groundwater 
sources across all of NSW.

NSW Water Management Act 2000

Commonwealth Water Act 2007

Murray–Darling Basin Plan 2012

Water resource plans

Specify the rules for diverting water within specified 
areas of the Murray–Darling Basin.

Elements include: 
 

Compliance with the sustainable  
diversion limit and water trade rules

Protection of water for the environment

Water quality and salinity objectives

Aboriginal values and uses

Measuring and monitoring

Arrangements for extreme events

Relevant parts of  
a water sharing plan 
are accredited by the 

Commonwealth Water 
Minister and form  
part of the water 

resource plan.

Improving transparency and compliance

We are implementing a robust framework 

to measure and meter water that is taken 

from rivers, creeks and groundwater in NSW. 

Accurately measuring water take is critical to 

maintaining the value and integrity of the water 

management framework. We amended legislation 

in 2018 to strengthen metering and transparency 

requirements. Under our new policy, 95% of all 

water use will be metered.

By effectively metering water take we: 

• reduce the overuse of water

• increase water available to downstream users

• allow businesses to more confidently 

participate in the water trading market and 

manage their own water use 

• help to better manage environmental water.

We are increasing transparency in how water is 

managed and used in NSW. There will now be 

more information on water allocation and take 

available to water users and the public. 



We have a firm but fair compliance and enforcement agency 
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The Natural Resources Access Regulator (NRAR) commenced operations on 30 April 2018. It assists 

water users understand their obligations, actively monitors compliance and takes appropriate 

enforcement action where water use and access rules are breached. The NRAR has tripled the number 

of investigators it employs since it commenced. 

NRAR TOOK MORE THAN  
100 COMPLIANCE ACTIONS AGAINST 

LAND OWNERS IN ITS FIRST 100 DAYS. 

The NRAR also played a pivotal role in ensuring 

all water users observed the strict rules put in 

place in the recent Northern Connectivity Event 

involving the release of environmental water 

to some 2,000 kilometres of the state’s most 

important rivers and landscapes.

The NRAR will use new technologies, including 

remote sensing and satellite monitoring, and other 

innovations, to enhance its compliance effort.

Title: Sprinkler head spray pattern 
Credit: NSW Department of Primary Industries



We are delivering on our commitments in the Murray–Darling Basin

By implementing a suite of actions to ensure the 

ongoing health and sustainability of the Murray–

Darling Basin (the Basin), we are working towards 

better social, environmental and economic 

outcomes for regional NSW. 

The Murray-Darling Basin Plan (the Basin Plan) is 

the result of more than 100 years of negotiations 

between four states and the Australian Capital 

Territory, and the communities that rely on the 

Basin for their livelihoods. The plan provides 

a legal framework to meet the challenges of 

balancing social, environmental, economic and 

cultural objectives.

NSW is working cooperatively with the other 

Basin jurisdictions to implement the Basin Plan. 

Water recovered under the Basin Plan is vital  

for sustaining our precious environment into  

the future. It is a credit to NSW industry and our 

Basin communities who have done much of the 

heavy lifting to return water to the environment.

NSW is committed to protecting our communities 

and ensuring that the implementation of the Basin 

Plan is sensible, equitable, and safeguards the 

interests of NSW communities.
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Our next priorities are to deliver: 

• Water savings projects 

These projects will increase water use 

efficiency, improve how we supply water 

to the environment, remove constraints to 

water delivery, and ultimately reduce the 

amount of water that needs to be recovered 

from consumptive use. They are enabled by 

an adjustment mechanism in the Basin Plan 

known as the ‘sustainable diversion limit 

adjustment mechanism’.

• Water resource plans 

The Basin plan requires the delivery of water 

resource plans (WRPs). NSW is responsible 

for 20 of the 33 WRPs required across the 

entire Basin and has been working closely with 

stakeholders to develop these. Community 

consultation on our first draft WRPs started in 

September 2018.

WRP

Compliance with the 
sustainable diversion limit 

and water trade rules

Aboriginal  
values and uses 

Protection of water  
for the environment

Measuring and 
monitoring

Water quality  
and salinity objectives

Arrangements for 
extreme events
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PLANNING AND INVESTING IN LONG-TERM 
WATER SOLUTIONS FOR REGIONAL NSW

Long-term strategic planning is needed to address the future challenges to water security across NSW.  

A regional approach allows for tailored and enduring solutions. We also need to invest to provide safe 

and secure water and sewerage services for country towns.

We have four 
integrated work 

streams to deliver 
long-term water 

security for 
regional NSW:

REGIONAL WATER STRATEGIES

Development of regional water strategies with 
development of infrastructure projects funded  
by the $4.2 billion Snowy Hydro Legacy Fund 

WATER RESOURCE PLANS

Development of water resource plans that  
set out clear rules for sharing water

$1 BILLION SAFE & SECURE  
WATER PROGRAM 

Working with local councils to fund the highest priority 
local water and sewerage service needs

BASIN PLAN PROJECTS 

Securing water savings to avoid further reductions  
in water available for productive use

We are developing regional water 
strategies to address water security

We are developing 30–year regional water 

strategies to determine the best long-term  

water security solutions for each region of NSW.  

We have identified the highest priority risks to 

current and future water security for all NSW 

regions. These have been compared across 

regions to ensure investment is targeted to  

the highest risks first.

Each strategy will comprehensively assess 

a region’s water security challenges and 

opportunities using an evidence-and risk-based 

approach. They will improve our understanding of 

the value of water within a region and the  

long-term risks to water supply security.  

The regional strategies will identify and prioritise 

solutions for water users including investment in 

infrastructure, changes in how we manage and 

operate river systems or policy changes. 

For more information visit 

 industry.nsw.gov.au/water/plans-programs/

water-mgmt-strategies

We are prioritising infrastructure 
investments based on evidence

We are identifying a pipeline of projects based on 

analysis completed for the long–term strategies. 

The NSW Government is committing the 

proceeds from the $4.2 billion Snowy Hydro 

Legacy Fund to regional NSW. This will include 

funding for regional water security projects  

such as dams and pipelines that will enable us  

to better manage our water resources. 

industry.nsw.gov.au/water/plans-programs/water-mgmt-strategies
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Greater Hunter Regional  
Water Strategy

The first regional water strategy was developed 

for the Greater Hunter. It plans for population 

growth and identifies cost–effective investments 

and policy options to support existing and 

emerging industries. 

Government investment in strategic infrastructure 

will support better networking to improve future 

water security, broaden the water market, and 

support the international competitiveness of our 

industries in the Greater Hunter. Funding has 

been provided for the development of business 

cases for two priority infrastructure projects that 

will link existing water assets in the Upper Hunter 

and manage water across that region: 

• raw water pipeline between Lostock to 

Glennies Creek Dams

• potable water pipeline from the Hunter Water 

Corporation network to Singleton.

The strategy also identifies a number of non-

infrastructure options to maximise the benefits  

of these projects. We will investigate and consult 

on these, including:

• reviewing water sharing arrangements in 

consultation with the community 

•  developing a drought contingency plan 

that sets out how water will be shared and 

managed during future droughts.

For more information visit

 industry.nsw.gov.au/water/ 

plans-programs/water-mgmt-strategies/

greater-hunter-region

Greater Hunter priority  
infrastructure projects

NEWCASTLE

SINGLETON

MUSWELLBROOK

MAITLAND

Glenbawn
Dam

Chichester
Dam

Grahamstow
n Storage

Bernard R.

Hunter R.

Lostock
DamGlennies

Creek Dam

Lake 
Lidde

Plashet

Mangrove
Creek Dam

Gosford

Mardi
Dam

Hunter Water
drinking water
network

Bernard 
Scheme

H
u
n
te

r
C

o
n
n
e
ct

io
n

Lostock Dam to 
Glennies Creek Dam Pipeline

Hunter Water to
Singleton Pipeline

We will complete regional water strategies 

for all of NSW starting with these priority 

catchments:

• Greater Hunter —completed 2018

• Macquarie—2019

• Gwydir—2019

• Lachlan—2019

• Far North Coast—2020

• South Coast—2020

Remaining catchments will be completed  

by the end of 2021.

industry.nsw.gov.au/water/plans-programs/water-mgmt-strategies/greater-hunter-region


SAFE AND SECURE WATER PROGRAM
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We are funding local water utilities to ensure water quality and supply

Every person in rural and regional NSW should 

have access to safe, reliable water services.  

All residents can expect to have water to meet 

their basic needs.

Each council must consult with its community 

to develop a 30–year integrated water cycle 

management (IWCM) strategy. The strategies 

help plan for appropriate, affordable, cost-

effective and sustainable urban water services 

that meet community needs and protect public 

health and the environment. 

The Safe and Secure Water Program (SSWP) 

is a $1 billion co-funding program established 

in 2017. The SSWP co-funds eligible water and 

sewerage projects that deliver improvements 

to public health, water security, environmental 

outcomes and other social benefits. It can also 

provide funds to assist local councils complete 

their IWCM strategies. 

The NSW Government works with local councils 

on their infrastructure needs and deploys 

engineers and infrastructure, planning and water 

security specialists to help local water utilities 

develop projects.

For more information visit

 industry.nsw.gov.au/water/ 

plans-programs/infrastructure-programs/

safe-and-secure-water-program

WATER AND SEWERAGE PROJECTS SINCE 2011

Since 2011, the NSW Government has provided 

more than $1.2 billion to co-fund more than 

200 projects across regional NSW.

Funding has been provided from  
four programs: 

• the Country Towns Water Supply and  
Sewerage Program

• Regional Water and Wastewater Backlog

• Water Security for Regional Program

• Safe and Secure Water Program.

Key projects include: 

• Bombala Sewerage Augmentation  
($3.5 million)

• Bowraville Sewerage Plant  
($0.49 million)

• Central Kempsey Wastewater Treatment Works  
($8.75 million)

• Crescent Head Water Treatment Plant  
($1.33 million)

• Guyra WS—Malpas Dam to Guyra Pipeline  
($6.4 million)

• Hay Wastewater.

 Regional Water and Wastewater Backlog Program

 Water Security for Regions Program

 SSWP announced projects

 Country Towns Water Supply and Sewerage Program

industry.nsw.gov.au/water/plans-programs/infrastructure-programs/safe-and-secure-water-program
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Title: Murrumbidgee River, Wagga Wagga 
Credit: Destination NSW



WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY  
TO GET THE BALANCE RIGHT
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We are closely engaging with the community to get the balance of water use right.

In 2018, we adopted a Stakeholder and Community Engagement Policy that underpins thorough 

and inclusive consultation so we can better understand and provide for the economic, social, 

environmental and cultural values of water.

For more information visit

 industry.nsw.gov.au/water-reform/stakeholder-and-community-engagement

We are improving our management of environmental water

We will identify solutions to improve the 

management of environmental water. As a first 

step, we piloted the protection of environmental 

flows in the Barwon and Darling rivers in the first 

half of 2018 and released an interim solutions 

package that identified further work required to 

improve our management of environmental water.

We are now developing ‘enduring solutions’ 

for environmental water management and will 

consult with communities to better understand 

the potential benefits and impacts of options 

being considered.

Sophisticated and coordinated management is 

required to maximise the benefit of substantial 

environmental water reserves.

Benefits from protecting environmental water in 

the Barwon–Darling include: 

• the movement of golden perch and Murray 

cod from the Barwon–Darling and Menindee 

Lakes system into the Murray River 

• the biggest Murray cod spawning responses 

ever recorded in the Lower Darling

• large amounts of carbon and nutrients 

entering rivers and creeks from the floodplain 

of the Edward–Wakool system

• establishment of a significant colonial 

waterbird rookery within the Gulpa Creek 

wetland complex and a positive response  

from vegetation. 

For more information visit

 industry.nsw.gov.au/water-reform/better-management-of-environmental-water

Title: Edward River, Deniliquin 
Credit: Destination NSW

industry.nsw.gov.au/water-reform/better-management-of-environmental-water
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We trialled protection of held environmental water—Northern Connectivity Event

The Commonwealth Environmental Water Office 

partnered with a number of NSW agencies 

including NSW Office of Environment and 

Heritage and the NRAR to release and manage 

32.2 gigalitres of environmental water to build 

on natural inflows and provide for connectivity 

across multiple river systems to protect and 

support native fish. 

Temporary water restrictions were put in place  

to ensure the environmental water flowing in-

stream was protected to benefit the environment 

and communities along the river. Spanning April 

to June 2018, the event involved flows over  

2,000 kilometres of river channels. It also involved 

extensive and targeted consultation with local 

landholders, irrigators, shire councils, traditional 

owners and various interest groups. 

A review of the event found that no illegal water 

take occurred during the Northern Connectivity 

Event. This was thanks to the NRAR’s on-the-

ground compliance operations. Flows through 

the Barwon–Darling river system exceeded 

expectations and targets, passing through 

Wilcannia and reaching Menindee on 1 July 2018. 

The trial use of satellite imagery by the Murray–

Darling Basin Authority also proved to be a useful 

additional tool in monitoring the event. 

In addition to providing significant environmental 

benefits, the event will inform future policy, 

planning and operational decision-making.  

The lessons we learn from this event will be 

shared with the community and inform future  

use of water for the environment.

St George

Bourke

Brewarrina

Louth

Darling River

Warrego River

Paroo River

Beechal Creek

Nebine Creek

Moonie River

Weir River

Dumaresq River

Macinyre 
River

Balonne River

Culgoa
 River

Barwon River

Bokhara River

Birrie River Narran River

Naomi River

Gwydir 
River

Castlereagh River

Bogan River

Condamine River

Severn River

Mungallala Creek

Tilpa

Wilcannia

Menindee
Dubbo

Walgett

Goondiwindi

Mungindi

Moree

Narrabri

Tamworth

Toowoomba

Collarenebri
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We are developing cultural water 
initiatives in close consultation with 
water users and the broader community

Water plays a vital role in creating vibrant 

communities where people can live and prosper. 

Rivers and wetlands are of cultural and spiritual 

significance to Aboriginal people. 

Liveability is influenced by various factors,  

many of which directly involve water such as: 

• access to drinking water and sanitation

• the availability of clean waterways

• appealing surroundings

• strong social and cultural networks

• a sense of place and belonging.

We will ensure the availability and quality  

of water to improve cultural connections  

to Country, social well-being and the integrity  

of the natural landscape. This includes developing 

and implementing dedicated projects that meet 

the cultural water objectives identified through 

the Murray–Darling Basin Plan water resource 

planning and coastal water planning processes.
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Title: Murray River, Pericoota 
Credit: Destination NSW



PREPARING FOR EXTREME EVENTS

All of the actions we are implementing better 

prepare us for extreme events. 

Our water sharing plans provide the foundation for 

how water is managed, whether water is scarce or 

plentiful. They set the rules for how water is shared 

between the environmental and consumptive 

water users. 

Our long–term plans and investments in improving 

water security for regions and local towns also 

strengthen our resilience.

Additional policies and ongoing research will 

continue to enhance our preparedness for 

extreme events.
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We have developed an Extreme Events Policy for Basin catchments

The Extreme Events Policy provides greater 

certainty for all water users about how the NSW 

Government will manage water in extreme events, 

such as drought or water quality events, including 

algal blooms. The policy allows water access and 

releases to be prioritised for the protection of 

critical human needs during these events.

The Extreme Events Policy applies to catchments in 

the Murray–Darling Basin, and extreme events in the 

coastal catchments are managed through existing 

water sharing plans.

The Extreme Events Policy provides a framework 

for protecting access for critical human water 

needs in the event of extreme water shortages, 

for example through water restrictions. A number 

of water restrictions have been imposed in critical 

valleys over the last year to limit water access to 

protect critical human water needs.

The Extreme Events Policy is supported by specific 

incident response guides that will provide a toolkit 

of actions for each water source. These guides are 

being developed as part of water resource plans.

Critical water advisory panels are also set up 

to provide advice to the government on what 

actions it could take to prioritise water for critical 

human needs and high-priority needs. Some of the 

approaches in the draft incident response guides 

are also being trialled during the current drought.

For more information visit

industry.nsw.gov.au/water/what-we-do/

legislation-policies/eep 

CASE STUDY—LOWER DARLING

The Lower Darling was deemed to be in Stage 4 critical drought on 4 December 2018 when 

restrictions were imposed limiting water access to high-priority needs only. To assist water users, 

block banks have been constructed to pool water for stock purposes in the lower river and Broken 

Hill was switched to supply from Copi Hollow. Financial assistance was also provided to local councils 

to cart water for domestic purposes to properties around Menindee and Pooncarie that are reliant on 

river water. Aerators have been installed to provide drought refuges for fish affected by low oxygen 

levels as a result of algal blooms caused by hot conditions and low water volumes.

industry.nsw.gov.au/water/what-we-do/legislation-policies/eep
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We are researching the impacts of climate change on water in NSW

Projected changes in rainfall patterns, warmer 

conditions and increased evaporation will impact 

future water availability. The predicted changes 

could decrease the reliability of water supply, 

require more frequent water restrictions, increase 

water scarcity and drive up water prices.

Our weather is likely to become less predictable. 

This means that management of water through 

droughts and floods must be agile. Water quality 

may also be impacted due to extreme weather and 

prolonged droughts.

We are improving our climate science capability 

for water resource management and infrastructure 

investment decision-making. This includes 

undertaking risk assessments of the potential 

for ecological impacts and better water quality 

monitoring. We will continue to invest in a 

range of measures to protect the health of our 

waterways, including on-ground works, research 

technology, local events-based responses and early 

warning systems.

We will continue to work across government and 

with other institutions to develop the modelling 

and evidence that informs our policies, plans and 

strategies. We are also looking for ways to enhance 

this work and make it a more integrated part of 

government business.

Title: Hunter River 

IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE
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1  Far North Coast

2  North Coast

3  Greater Hunter

4  South Coast

5  Border Rivers

6  Gwydir

7  Namoi

8  Macquarie–Bogan

9  Lachlan

10  Murrumbidgee

11  Murray

12  Western

 Murray–Darling Basin (MDB)

 Coastal Catchments

 Greater Sydney

1

2

56

7

8

9

10

11

3

4

12

What we are doing How we will do it By when Where

Firm but 
fair compliance

Commencing operation of the NRAR 30 April 2018 NSW

Implementing a new metering framework so that  
95% of all water take is metered

2023 NSW

Delivering the Floodplain Harvesting Policy

Ensuring all floodplain harvesting take is licenced 

Release Floodplain Monitoring and Auditing Strategy

2018

2019

2019

NSW

MDB

NSW
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What we are doing How we will do it By when Where

Working with the 
community to get 
the balance right

Developing enduring solutions for the better 
management of environmental water

2019
Northern 

MDB

Engaging with First Nations on water resource plans 2019 MDB

Introducing long-term water plans for achieving 
environmental water outcomes 

2019 MDB

Delivering on our 
commitments in 
the Murray–Darling 
Basin

Water resource plans accredited by  
the Murray–Darling Basing Authority

2019 MDB

Commencement of sustainable diversion limits 1 July 2019 MDB

Contributing to 450 GL of efficiency measures 
projects without socio-economic impacts

2024 MDB

Delivering sustainable diversion limit adjustments 
projects in consultation with the community

2024 MDB

Extreme Events:

Rolling out incident response guides for each valley 2019 MDB

Planning and 
investing in long-
term solutions for 
water security

Developing long-term solutions for our regions in 
the regional water strategies:

Greater Hunter

Macquarie

Gwydir

Lachlan

Far North Coast

Far South Coast

Western

Border Rivers

Namoi 

North Coast

Murray

Murrumbidgee 

 
2018

2019

2019

2019

2020

2020

2020

2020

2020

2020

2020

2020

 

Developing business cases for priority infrastructure 
projects that will link existing water assets in the 
Upper Hunter and manage water across that region

2020
Greater 
Hunter

Funding regional water security projects through the 
Snowy Hydro Legacy Fund

2018 - 
ongoing

All of NSW

Revising the Safe and Secure Water Program to 
deliver projects to the communities that need it most

2018 All of NSW
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