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The Wilcannia Weir upgrade project 

On 12 November 2018 the NSW Minister for Regional Water, Niall Blair, and 
the Commonwealth Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, David 
Littleproud, announced a $30 million commitment for the Wilcannia Weir 
upgrade. The government is seeking community feedback before adopting a 
final option for the weir upgrade.  

Quick facts 

 The existing Wilcannia Weir was built in 1942 and refurbished in 1988. It is just upstream of 

the town of Wilcannia on the Darling River, or ‘Barka’ as it is known to the Barkindji people. 

 A number of investigations have been completed since 2000 to assess options for 

upgrading the weir. 

 The Wilcannia Weir offers more than water security. It provides a place for the local 

community to swim, fish, walk, picnic and celebrate spiritual and cultural traditions.  

 The most recent investigations were completed in 2016 following a detailed review of 

options and extensive community consultation. They identified a preferred location for a 

new weir, approximately 5.2 km downstream of the existing weir. 

 Although the 2016 study identified a preferred location for a new weir, no final decision has 

been made and further stakeholder consultations will be held in early 2019.  

 The government has engaged a specialist indigenous community engagement consultant 

‘Big River’ to manage the consultations. 

 A final option for the weir will be decided after the consultation process. 

 Detailed concept designs and an environmental assessment will then be completed so that 

construction can begin. 

Key dates 

We will provide a number of opportunities for the community to have its say on the final option. 

During mid-January 2019 the consultation team will visit Wilcannia to get to know the indigenous 

community and other key stakeholders and community interest groups.  

Detailed discussions and interviews will be conducted in Wilcannia in early February 2019 to 

assess specific community needs and expectations on a final location for the weir.  

Table 1 Key dates 

Activity When Location 

‘Get to know you’ visit 15/16/17 January 2019 Onsite with stakeholder groups in Wilcannia 

Detailed discussions and 

interviews 

5/6/7 February 2019 Pre-arranged on-site with stakeholder 

groups in Wilcannia 

Drop-in sessions 12 pm to 2 pm and 6 pm to 

8 pm 6 February 2019 

Council chambers, Central Darling Shire 

Council, 21 Reid St, Wilcannia  

Key stakeholder workshop 

discussing what we heard 

25 February 2019 Community Hall, Wilcannia (details to be 

confirmed) 
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Frequently asked questions 

Why are we consulting with the community? 

The 2016 review included extensive consultations with the community but, although a workshop 

identified a preferred option, no final decision was made. All community cultural sensitivities and 

expectations must be addressed before adopting a final option. 

What was the preferred option identified from the previous consultation?  

The preferred option was a new weir approximately 5.2 km downstream of the existing weir. This 

option was confirmed after extensive technical investigations, community discussions, 

consideration of Indigenous social, cultural and spiritual concerns and a stakeholder workshop. 

Why has it taken so long to get here?  

There have been many investigations in the past, but no funding for construction has been 

committed until now.  

On 5 November 2019 the NSW Minister for Regional Water and the Commonwealth Minister for 

Agriculture and Water Resources announced funding of up to $30 million to make sure the project 

is delivered. 

What are the next steps?  

This current phase is focused on confirming the final weir location. Once the location is confirmed, 

concept designs and environmental assessment will be completed. These will be followed by 

detailed designs and construction. 

What is the expected timing of the project?  

Now that both the state and federal governments have committed to funding the project in its 

entirety, construction will be delivered as quickly as possible. The current phase is due to be 

completed by mid-2019 and the next phases will follow as quickly as possible. 

This project has been on the agenda for many years. How do we know the 
government will deliver it this time?  

The government is committed to this project and wants to make sure it delivers the right option for 

the community of Wilcannia. There is now a clear pathway to deliver an upgraded weir.  

How to have your say 

Call 1800 837 445 or email wilcannia@brii.com.au to arrange an interview.  

For more information on the project and options for how to have your say, visit 

www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au or www.industry.nsw.gov.au/wilcannia-weir 

Have your say by 15 February 2019. 
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