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NSW HOME TO NATION’S SMALL BUSINESS CHAMPIONS 

Penrith-based ACR Business Systems was crowned the nation’s Champion Small 
Business of the Decade as NSW scooped the pool at the Australian Small Business 
Champions Awards.

Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional NSW, Skills and Small Business, John 
Barilaro, said the company was one of 30 NSW small businesses that won awards at 
the showcase event at The Westin. 

“It’s fantastic to see all the hard work and innovation of NSW small businesses 
recognised at these national awards,” Mr Barilaro said. 

“Taking home 30 out of 46 top prizes is a wonderful achievement in itself, and it was 
particularly exciting to see one of our own win named the inaugural Champion Small 
Business of the Decade, an award which recognises excellence in growth, 
innovation, jobs creation and customer service over the past 10 years.” 

ACR Business Systems provides end-to-end system software to businesses in the 
wholesale, retail, manufacturing and telecommunications industries, servicing a 
diverse range of industry verticals from hardware to confectionery. 

“It’s clear that the NSW Government’s efforts to make this State the easiest place in 
Australia to start and grow a small business are paying dividends,” added Mr 
Barilaro. 

NSW invests in small business through the $30 million Business Connect program, 
which provides small businesses with confidential, low-cost, local advice via a 
network of almost 70 advisors across the State. 

“We’re also levelling the playing field for landlords and leaseholders with a new 
Retail Leases Act, we’re driving better outcomes for auto repairers and insurers with 
a new industry Code of Conduct, and we’re skilling up SMEs for the digital 
revolution,” he added. 

“Our state gained 20,000 new small businesses in 2016, the largest increase of any 
state, on the back of strong business confidence and economic growth.” 

The Deputy Premier said the Australian Small Business Champions Awards put the 
spotlight firmly on the success of the state’s 710,000 strong small business sector, 
which employs about 1.5 million people, almost half the state’s workforce.  


