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1. Water resource plans ïwhy and why?

2. Intersecting Streams WRP and changes to the 

WSP

3. Groundwater status updates

4. Darling Alluvium and NSW GAB Shallow WRPs 

and changes to the WSPs

5. Public exhibition ïhave your say
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Legislation Instruments Roles 

Water Management 

Act 2000 (NSW) 

Water Act 2000 

(Cwealth) 

Water Sharing Plans 

(WSPs) 

Water Resource 

Plans (WRPs) 

Murray Darling Basin 

Plan 2012 

MDBA 
Advises Cwealth Minister 

on WRP accreditation 

DPIE  

Prepares and administers 

WSPs & WRPs 

Environmental Water 

 

CEWO 

Manages portfolio of Env 

Water 

Water NSW 

Bulk water delivery 

C) 
NRAR 

Compliance, 

enforcement & 

approvals 

WRP components 

of Basin Plan 

WSPs aligned to 

WRPs 



Communities with sufficient and reliable water supplies that are fit for a range of 

intended purposes, including domestic, recreational and cultural use 

Productive and resilient water-dependent industries, and communities with 

confidence in their long-term future 

Healthy and resilient ecosystems with rivers and creeks regularly connected to their 

floodplains and, ultimately, the ocean.

Water resource plans ïachieving Basin Plan 

outcomes



Demonstrate how water resources will be shared and managed 

to be consistent with the Murray-Darling Basin Plan. 

Set out the requirements for annual limits on water take, 

environmental water and managing water during extreme events.

Provide strategies to protect water quality and manage risks.

Set out the arrangements for measuring ótakeô and monitoring the 

resource.

Water resource plans ïa Basin Plan requirement



Relevant parts of a 

water sharing plan 

are assessed by 

the MDBA, 

accredited by the 

Commonwealth 

Minister and form 

part of the water 

resource plan.

NSW Water Management Act 

2000

Water sharing plans

Specify the rules for sharing 

water to maintain the health, 

sustainability and productivity of 

surface water and groundwater 

sources across all of NSW.

Commonwealth Water Act 2007

MurrayïDarling Basin Plan 2012

Water resource plans

Specify the rules for diverting water 

within specified areas of the 

MurrayïDarling Basin.

Elements include:

ÅCompliance with the sustainable 

diversion limits and water trade 

rules

ÅProtection of water for the 

environment

ÅWater quality and salinity 

objectives

ÅAboriginal values and uses

ÅMeasuring and monitoring

ÅArrangements for extreme events

Water Sharing Plans remain the primary 

statutory instruments for water sharing in 

NSW 

NSW context ïWRPs and NSW 

Water Sharing Plans



NSW statutory 

ówater sharing 

plansô

The water resource plan and the water sharing plan
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DEVELOP CONSULT APPROVE & ACCREDIT IMPLEMENT

Status 

& Issues 

paper

May/Aug 

2017

Strategy 

& rule

development

Draft 

WRP

Public 

exhibition 

WRP

July/August 

2019

Ministerial 

approval

Final 

WRP

MDBA 

assessment & 

Commonwealth 

Minister 

accreditation

WRP

Commences

2020

Process for developing water resource plans



May/August 2017: 

Status and issues papers

September 2017 ïJanuary 2019

Six NSW Groundwater 

Stakeholder Advisory Panel meetings 
(out of session SAP consultations 

undertaken April and May 2019)

Two All SAP meetings were held during the 

WRP development process. State-wide 

planning and policy positions were 

discussed.

In progress:

Public 

consultation

First Nations consultation
Number of Nations

Darling Alluvium, NSW GAB Shallow, Intersecting streams 

WRP ïconsultation to date 



The plans have been revised to:

Å Be more óreadableô 

Å Be more legally robust

Å For groundwater:

o Include all alluvial groundwater sources of the Darling catchment in 

one plan

o Address inconsistencies between similar water sources

Proposed changes to the water sharing plans



Surface Water Water Resource Plans:

Å Intersecting Streams



Intersecting Streams Surface WRP area



Removal of groundwater sources and associated rules 

Improve consistency and alignment with policy positions

Objectives, strategies and performance indicators revised 

Establish a second extraction limit, which is the sustainable diversion limit specified in the 

Basin Plan 2012, and incorporate an assessment and compliance framework for this limit. 

Minor wording changes to the interstate trade clause to make the intent clear

Intersecting Streams Unregulated River Water Sources WSP

Proposed changes to the water sharing plan 



Groundwater Water Resource Plans:

Å Darling Alluvium

Å GAB Shallow



Darling Alluvium Water Resource Plan ïarea covered



NSW GAB Shallow Water Resource Plan ïarea covered


