
 
    

 
 

 

   

  

   

 

 
  

   

   

  

 
  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

   

 

 

     

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Role of agencies who manage 
water for the environment 

Water for the environment is used to protect our rivers, wetlands and floodplains. 
Water is allocated to federal and state environmental water holders, who determine when, where and how much water is released for the 

environment. These agencies work with communities and each other to coordinate the delivery of water for the environment. 

MURRAY DARLING 

NSW OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENT 
BASIN AUTHORITY 

AND HERITAGE (MDBA) 

DEPARTMENTOF PLANNING, 

INDUSTRY AND 

ENVIRONMENT–WATER (OEH) 

Set policies, plans and rules Manage Murray-Darling Manage environmental 

Develop water sharing and 
water resource plans 

DEPARTMENTOFPRIMARY 

INDUSTRIES - FISHERIES 

(DPI - FISHERIES) 

Manage and protect NSW 
fish populations 

Research, policy 
implementation, 
education and compliance 

ACCESS REGULATOR 
WATERNSW 

(NRAR) 
RIVERS INDIGENOUS NATIONS Operate the state’s rivers 

Compliance, monitoring (MLDRIN) and water supply systems 
and enforcement of water 

Work with agencies to management rules and Advance First Nations' 
ensure efficient water licence and approval members rights to protect, 
management for water conditions manage and own water 
users, communities and resources on their own country Ensure water for the the environment 

environment is left in the Influence decisions on natural 
river or aquifer resource management at all 

government levels 

Basin 

Deliver theMurray-Darling 
Basin Plan 

Plan and oversee delivering 
water for the environment 

River operations in the 
Murray-Darling 

Provide basin scale 
guidance for the delivery 
of water for the 
environment 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

water licences held by 
NSW Government 

Manage water held by the 
Australian Government by 
working with the 
Commonwealth 
Environmental Water Office 
Develop long-term and annual 
environmental watering plans 

Manage planned 
environmental water 
allocations in water sharing 
plans 

MURRAY LOWER DARLING 

COMMONWEALTH 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

WATER OFFICE 
(CEWO) 

NORTHERN BASIN 

ABORIGINALNATIONS 

(NBAN) 

Seek greater recognition and 
respect for Aboriginal 
knowledge and cultural values 

Contribute to the Murray–
Darling Basin Plan and the 
Indigenous consultation 
strategy 

Provide advice to natural 
resource committees 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
COMMISSION 

(NRC) 

Review and audit water 
sharing plans 

$ 

Work with OEH to develop 
annual watering plans 

Monitor and evaluate the use 
of water for the environment

https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing
https://www.waternsw.com.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/natural-resources-access-regulator
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/natural-resources-access-regulator
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/natural-resources-access-regulator
http://www.csl.org.au/partners/nsw-office-of-environment-and-heritage-oeh/
http://www.csl.org.au/partners/nsw-office-of-environment-and-heritage-oeh/
http://www.csl.org.au/partners/nsw-office-of-environment-and-heritage-oeh/
http://www.mldrin.org.au/
http://www.mldrin.org.au/
http://www.mldrin.org.au/
https://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo
https://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo
https://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo
https://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo
http://nban.org.au/
http://nban.org.au/
http://nban.org.au/
https://www.nrc.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.nrc.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.nrc.nsw.gov.au/



