
 Gwydir Surface Water Resource Plan 
Fact Sheet 

NSW Department of Industry | October 2018 | PUB18/641 | 1 

Proposed amendments to the Water Sharing Plan 
for the Gwydir Regulated River 2016 
Why we propose making the amendments 
The Water Sharing Plan for the Gwydir Regulated River 2016 was remade in 2016 with minimal change. This 
was done under the assumption that more significant changes would be considered as part of water resource 
plan development under the Basin Plan 2012.  

The proposed changes fall into two broad groups: those that change the intent of the rules in the water sharing 
plan and those that are made to simplify rule drafting or clarify rule intent. 

Changes to water sharing rules 
NSW has used the water resource plan (WRP) development process to review specific water sharing rules for 
the regulated water source that may be refined to provide better outcomes for licence holders or the 
environment. However, NSW and Basin Plan principles and requirements constrained many of the issues that 
the NSW Department of Industry could consider.  

The proposed changes have been developed in close consultation with the stakeholder advisory panel (SAP) 
and other stakeholders, where required. The SAP is one of the main mechanisms NSW has used to involve 
key stakeholders in the planning process for the regulated rivers and includes representatives from key 
stakeholder groups and relevant NSW and Commonwealth Government agencies. 

The NSW Department of Industry is seeking specific comment on the proposed changes to water 
sharing rules as discussed below. 

Formalising historic practice regarding Mongyer Lagoon 
We have made changes to formalise the historic operational practice of providing stock and domestic 
replenishment flows to Mongyer Lagoon during supplementary water events, after the requirements of 
supplementary water access licences have been met. The changes provide certainty that this operational 
practice will continue. 

These changes do not reduce supplementary water access to other water users, as the water will be supplied 
after the requirements of supplementary water licences have been met. 

Addition of a ‘very wet conditions’ threshold for environmental flows 
In order to create greater flexibility and to reduce the possibility of flooding to private property and inundation 
onto cropping areas, we have added an additional ‘very wet conditions’ threshold of 300,000 ML (excluding 
irrigation orders) to the existing extreme wet provisions. 

The current extreme wet trigger is defined as ‘more than 500,000 megalitres of total flow being recorded at 
Yarraman Bridge gauge over a six-month period’. If the trigger is met, environmental flows—including the 
minimum flows required to be passed through the Gwydir wetlands—may be curtailed, suspended or 
redirected to support ecosystem health elsewhere in the Gwydir Regulated or Gwydir Unregulated Water 
Sources. 

The additional threshold for very wet conditions enables environmental flows in excess of the minimum flows 
required to be passed through the Gwydir wetlands to be curtailed, suspended or redirected to support 
ecosystem health elsewhere in the Gwydir Regulated or Gwydir Unregulated Water Sources. The change 
allows the Environmental Water Manager to consider if there is a continued benefit in allowing flows to pass 
through the Gwydir Wetland during these wet periods, earlier than the existing rules. Advice from relevant 
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government agencies and the environmental water advisory groups (EWAGs) would be sought before flows 
are diverted. 

Under the ‘very wet conditions’ trigger, the minimum flows will continue to be delivered to support the 
fundamental ecosystem health of the Gwydir Wetlands. 

Ability to direct excess supplementary flows 
We have made changes to the rules for managing supplementary water events to allow the Environmental 
Water Manager (Office of Environment and Heritage—OEH) to direct (where possible) the environment’s 
share of those events to specific environmental assets in the Gwydir regulated or unregulated river water 
sources. Any redirection of supplementary flows must be done in a manner that avoids third-party impacts. An 
annual report prepared by OEH at the start of the water year will detail the environmental asset being targeted. 

This change has a direct benefit for environmental assets and overall ecosystem health in the Gwydir 
Regulated or Gwydir Unregulated Water Sources. It does not impact on any existing licence holder or their 
access to water. 

Crediting of the Environmental Contingency Allowance 
The 2012 audit of implementation for this water sharing plan (WSP), undertaken by the NSW Department of 
Industry, identified that the Environmental Contingency Allowance (ECA) crediting process specified in the 
WSP did not match current operational practice. The current rule does not accurately reflect the original intent 
of the plan. This change aligns the WSP wording with the original intention. 

Incorporation of floodplain harvesting (regulated river) access licences 
The NSW Floodplain Harvesting Policy 2013 is currently being implemented in five northern valleys: Border 
Rivers, Gwydir, Namoi, Barwon–Darling and Macquarie, through the NSW Healthy Floodplains Project. 
Floodplain harvesting (regulated river) access licences will be established in the Gwydir Regulated and Gwydir 
Unregulated Water Sources as part of this project. 

Floodplain harvesting (regulated river) access licences share components that are currently being modelled. 
Therefore, many of the rules in the plan relating to these licences, such the share component totals, available 
water determinations and account management rules, have not yet been finalised. However, draft rules for 
floodplain harvesting have been included in order to demonstrate how the plan may look once these licences 
are established. 

The NSW Department of Industry is currently undertaking consultation about the issuing of floodplain 
harvesting entitlements. 

Changes required by the Basin Plan 
Changes to compliance in relation to long-term average annual extraction limits 
and sustainable diversion limits 
We have made changes to establish a second extraction limit, which is the sustainable diversion limit specified 
in the Basin Plan 2012, and to incorporate an associated assessment and compliance framework for this limit.  

The sustainable diversion limit is the Basin Plan baseline diversion limit (Schedule 3 of the Basin Plan) minus 
the volume of water specified in Schedule 2 of the Basin Plan. 

The associated assessment and compliance rules link the assessment of compliance to the compliance 
mechanisms specified in Chapter 6 of the Basin Plan 2012 (Part 4, Division 2). The Murray–Darling Basin 
authority will release guidelines on the Basin Plan compliance method. 
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Other changes 
Changes have been made to regulated river water sharing plans to bring them into line with the current 
drafting template used by the NSW Department of Industry. These changes will improve consistency across all 
regulated water sharing plans, and bring plans in line with current policy positions and administrative practices. 
In some circumstances, we re-drafted plans to provide clarity or remove ambiguity associated with the existing 
rules. 

These changes do not affect the operation of the rules governing the conditions under which water can be 
taken, the manner in which water infrastructure is operated, or the rules governing environmental flows.  

The major changes are listed below. 

Objectives, strategies and performance indicators 
The plan’s objectives, strategies and performance indicators have undergone a major revision so that they 
now: 

• have a stronger logical connection 
• more clearly distinguish between the environmental, economic, social/cultural and Indigenous cultural 

objectives of the plan. 

Compliance assessment advisory committees 
The provisions regarding compliance assessment advisory committees (CAACs) are being standardised and 
streamlined across all plans with CAACs. The major changes proposed are to: 

• remove the detailed provisions for CAAC appointments, memberships and terms of reference 
• replace these detailed provisions with a simple provision authorising the minister to seek the advice 

from State Water Customer Advisory Groups in carrying out the plan’s assessment and compliance 
clauses. 

Reference to Interim Flow Management Plan for the North West 
The Interim Flow Management Plan for the North West has not been finalised. Hence all references to this 
document have been removed. The rule and associated thresholds referred to in this document have been 
retained in a clause and associated Schedule, respectively. 

Environmental water advisory groups 
The provisions regarding environmental water advisory groups (EWAGs) are being standardised and 
streamlined across all plans with EWAGs. The major changes proposed are to: 

• remove the detailed provisions for EWAG appointments, memberships and terms of reference 
• replace these detailed provisions with a simple provision authorising the minister to seek the advice of 

an EWAG in making releases from a plan-based environmental water account. 
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