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Open Data Timetable 
We are committed to providing open access to relevant data, information 
products and data models to the community, the water sector and industry. 
This will improve the transparency of data in the water sector. 

Purpose 
This document sets out a timetable of activities to increase transparency and open access to data 
by giving water utilities access to data and models that are relevant for strategic planning. 

The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment—Water has developed and maintained 
models and data over many years to help inform how water resources in NSW and regions are 
managed.  These models are highly complex. The department uses them in conjunction with a 
range of external data sources to inform decision making and operational activities. 

 

Aim 
The timetable sets out initial actions to provide greater access to models and data the department 
develops and maintains. Over time, this access will link into a broader Open Data Framework. 

Better access to data, models and information will enable the NSW community to improve their 
understanding of water management and to inform decision making around water availability and 
use. Over time, this will contribute towards greater transparency, and achieving outcomes in the 
NSW Water Strategy including:  

Action 1.2: Increase the amount and quality of publicly information about water in NSW  

Action 1.3: Enhance modelling capabilities and make more data and models openly available 

Action 4.1: New actions to improve and apply our understanding of climate variability and change 

Action 7.2: Collaborate to harness new research, innovation and technology 

 

Pilot Approach 
We will use a phased approach to set a pilot location, aiming to begin releasing data and models in 
early Quarter 1, 2022.  Our principles to guide the approach include: 

• All relevant and interrelated climate, water model and modelled data for the pilot location 
will be released.   

• Data will be protected as required and initially release under licence to capture feedback 
and learnings. This feedback will help confirm that data and models are fit-for-purpose. 

• This feedback process will also help test and confirm new processes, procedures and 
policies are fit for purpose for appropriately handling and releasing data. 

• We will use the feedback to drive continuous improvement of our processes, and inform the 
development of the DPIE Water Open Data Framework and enhance existing processes 
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• We will use a variety of platforms to share this data and ensure it is open access, including 
the SEED Portal, the NSW Planning Portal and the Spatial Collaboration Portal. 

 

Scope 
The department produces and uses three (3) high level categories of data and models for data 
driven decisions.   

1. Climate is the actual input data in the form of daily rainfall and potential evapotranspiration. 
2. Water models of varying types, purposes, and complexity use this data and transform this 

into a range of water related modelled data. 
3. Modelled Data is the final output used to inform decision making. 

 
Figure 1 - High level relationships between data and models 

Additional details of each category will be published in a ‘Model and Data Overview’ in December 
2021 as part of the timetable. 

 

Timetable 
Action Description 2021/22 

Q2 
2021/22 

Q3 
2021/22 

Q4 
2022/23 

Q1 
2022/23 

Q2 
2022/23 

Q3 
2022/23 

Q4 

A Initial Data Backlog        

B Publish Roadmap and Pilot Location        

C Publish Model and Data Overview        

D Release Pilot Climate Data Models 
under licence  

       

E Release Pilot Water Data Models 
under licence 

       

F Release Pilot Modelled Results Data 
under licence  
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Action Description 2021/22 
Q2 

2021/22 
Q3 

2021/22 
Q4 

2022/23 
Q1 

2022/23 
Q2 

2022/23 
Q3 

2022/23 
Q4 

G Establish reference group        

H Close Pilot Feedback         

I Publish a Roadmap of future data 
releases and locations 

       

J Publish DPIE Water Open Data 
Framework 

       

K Ongoing Iterative Data and Model 
Releases 

       

 

Next Steps and Contact 
For additional information contact Micah Starkis, Director Data and Information, Knowledge 
Division, Water Group. micah.starkis@dpie.nsw.gov.au  

 

 

© State of New South Wales through Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 2021. The information contained in this 
publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (Nov 2021). However, because of advances in knowledge, 
users should ensure that the information upon which they rely is up to date and to check the currency of the information with the 
appropriate departmental officer or the user’s independent adviser. 
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