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Draft Namoi Alluvium Water Resource Plan
The NSW Government is  committed to delivering its obligations under the Murray-Darling Basin 
Plan, and is developing 20 water resource plans across the state. The drafting of water resource 
plans has drawn on feedback received through stakeholder advisory panels, and now broader input 
is sought through the public exhibition process.

The draft Namoi Alluvium Water Resource Plan is on public exhibition from Tuesday, 11 June 2019 
until Saturday, 20 July 2019. As the water resource plans are completed, they will be submitted to 
the Authority prior to 30 December 2019. The Murray Darling Basin Authority will undertake 
assessment to inform accreditation in 2019 by the Commonwealth Minister responsible for water. 

The draft Namoi Alluvium Water Resource Plan covers the groundwater resources of the Namoi 
Alluvium Water Resource Plan area. This area covers includes groundwater in the main alluvial 
deposits associated with the Namoi River and its tributaries, extending from north-east of Murrurundi 
through Narrabri, and west to Walgett.  

The Lower Namoi Alluvium, Manilla Alluvium, and Peel Valley Alluvium align to their corresponding 
groundwater sources, the Upper Namoi Alluvium incorporates twelve groundwater sources, and the 
Upper Namoi Tributary Alluvium includes three groundwater sources. 

There are proposed changes to the water sharing plan rules that may affect you. These proposed 
changes will have no impact on existing water access licence holders’ shares. 

Please provide any feedback below that includes any information that could be considered in the 
final accreditation of the water resource plan or gazettal of the water sharing plans for the Namoi 
Alluvium groundwater sources.

A copy of your submission will be sent to your email address provided in the next section. 
*Required

1. Email address *

2. Name of respondent *

3. Address 

4. Contact phone number *

5. Are you an individual or representing an organisation
Mark only one.

 Individual

 Organisation

Organisation or business details
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6. Name of organisation *

7. Who do you represent?
Mark only one

 Government

 Peak representative organisation

 Irrigator

 Water related industry

 Other: 

Government organisations

8. What level of government organisation do you represent?
Mark only one .

 Commonwealth

 New South Wales

 State - other

 Local

Peak representative organisations

9. Who do you represent?
Mark only one

 Environment

 Irrigators

 Indigenous

 Other: 

Information on confidentiality and privacy
The NSW Department of Industry Water and the inter-agency Coastal Water Policy and Planning 
Working Group will consider all submissions received. The NSW Government values your input and 
accepts that information you provide may be private and personal. 

If you want your submission or your personal details to be treated as confidential, please indicate this 
by ticking the relevant box below. 

Be aware that the NSW Department of Industry Water may be required by law to release copies of 
submissions to third parties in accordance with the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009.   

If you do not make a request for confidentiality, the NSW Department of Industry Water may make 
your submission, including any personal details contained in the submission, available to the public. 
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10. I give permission for my submission to be publicly available on the NSW Department of
Industry website *
Mark only one.

 Yes

 No

11. I would like my personal details to be kept confidential *
Mark only one.

 Yes

 No

A copy of your responses will be emailed to the address that
you provided.

Draft Namoi Alluvium Water Resource Plan
The water resource plan has built on existing water planning arrangements such as the statutory 
water sharing plans. The water resource plan consists of the water resource plan main body, 
(Chapters 1 to 8), accompanying schedules (A to I) and appendices, boxes, figures and tables. The 
following components are added as schedules to the water resource plan main body: 

Water sharing plan, water resource plan index, consultation information, risk assessment information, 
extreme events information, water quality management plan, information and methods used in 
preparing the water resource plan, monitoring, reporting and evaluation plan and information relating 
to take for consumptive use. 
This submission form will give you an opportunity to comment on each individual chapter of the plan 
and the schedules or appendix that relate to that chapter. Questions are optional to answer, so feel 
free to skip to the relevant sections.  
You will get the opportunity to comment on the water sharing plans under the ‘Schedules’ area of the 
form. 

Any additional information or supporting documents/files to help us understand your view can be sent 
via email provided at the end of this form. 

12. Water resource plan - main body
After reading the main body of the water resource plan, please provide any general suggestions
that may improve the main body of work

Water resource plan - response per chapter

These next sections of the submission form will give you an opportunity to comment on each chapter 
of the plan.

Chapter 1: introduction
Chapter 1 is the introduction that outlines the key legal framework for a water resource plan, provides 
the plan objectives and outlines  the consultation undertaken during the development of the draft. This 
chapter also references the objectives in the draft statutory water sharing plans (Schedule A), and the 
full consultation report (Schedule C).
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13. Do you have any comments about the consultation process that was used to develop the
plan and how it could be improved for the future?

14. Do you have any other comments on this chapter?

Chapter 2: water resource plan area and other matters
Chapter 2 describes the water resource plan area and its connection to other water resources. This is 
supported by the resource description in “Appendix A”.

15. Do you have any comments on this chapter?

Chapter 3: risks to water resources
Chapter 3 identifies the risks to groundwater quality, availability for use and for availability for the 
environment in the water resource plan area, and specifies strategies to mitigate those risks. This is 
supported by the “Risk Assessment (Schedule D)”.

16. Do you have any comments on the risks identified in this chapter?

17. Do you have any comments on the strategies to manage the risks identified?
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18. Do you have any other comments on this chapter?

Chapter 4: environmental water, cultural flows and sustainable
management
Chapter 4 specifies the rules for providing and managing water for the environment, priority 
environmental assets, held environmental water and planned environmental water. This chapter links 
directly to Parts 4 and 6 of the draft water sharing plan “Schedule A”.

19. Do you have any comments on the protection of environmental water?

20. Do you have any comments on cultural connections to groundwater and the protection of
Indigenous values and uses?

21. Do you have any other comments on this chapter?

Chapter 5: take for consumptive use
Chapter 5 specifies the rules for water sharing, including specification of rights to take groundwater, 
the determination of annual permitted take, measurement of take, compliance with sustainable 
diversion  limits specified in the Basin Plan 2012, and trade of water rights. This chapter links directly 
to Parts 6, 8 and 10 of the draft water sharing plan “Schedule A”, and is further detailed in “Schedule 
I” (information relating to take for consumptive  use), and “Schedule E” (Extreme events information).
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22. Do you have any comments on annual actual take?

23. Do you have any comments on annual permitted take?

24. Do you have any comments on sustainable diversion limit compliance?

25. Do you have any comments on extreme event management and the incident response
guide?

26. Do you have any other comments on this chapter?

Chapter 6: water quality management
Chapter 6 identifies the key causes of water quality degradation and risks to water quality in the water 
resource plan area and specifies the water quality and salinity targets for the area. These measures 
contribute to meeting the Basin Plan 2012 water quality objectives and mitigate identified risks. This 
Chapter is supported by the Water Quality Management Plan “Schedule F”.
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27. Do you have any comments on the identified risks to water quality?

28. Do you have any comments on the strategies to mitigate risks to water quality?

29. Do you have any other comments on this chapter?

Chapter 7: measuring and monitoring
Chapter 7 specifies actions for measuring the take of groundwater from the water resource plan area 
and monitoring of the groundwater resources. This chapter is supported by the Environmental 
Monitoring, 
Reporting and Evaluation Plan “Schedule H”. 

30. Do you have any comments on the measuring and monitoring of water resources?

31. Do you have any comments on the proposed environmental monitoring, reporting and
evaluation plan?
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32. Do you have any other comments on this chapter?

Chapter 8: information used to prepare the water resource plan
Chapter 8 outlines the key methods, models, data sets and guidelines used to develop the water 
resource plan. This chapter is supported by “Schedule G”.

33. Do you have any comments on chapter 8?

Further responses to schedules and appendices

“Schedule A” refers to the water sharing plans.

Schedule A: The draft water sharing plans for the Namoi
Alluvial groundwater sources
The water sharing plans for the Namoi Alluvial groundwater sources are the: 

• Water Sharing Plan for the Upper and Lower Namoi Water Sources 2003 in relation to the Upper
and Lower Namoi
        Groundwater Sources; 
• Water Sharing Plan for the Namoi Unregulated and Alluvial Water Sources 2012 in relation to the
Manilla Alluvial, the
        Currabubula Alluvial, the Quipolly Alluvial and the Quirindi Alluvial Groundwater Sources, and the  
• Water Sharing Plan for the Peel Valley Regulated, Unregulated, Alluvium and Fractured Rock
Water Sources 2010 in
        relation to the Peel Alluvium Water Source. 

34. Do you have any other comments on the revised water sharing plans structure and
updated language in the clauses?
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35. Do you have any other comments on the revised water sharing plans objectives?

36. Do you have any other comments on the changes contained in the draft Water Sharing
Plan for the Namoi Alluvial Groundwater Sources 2019 – see proposed changes fact
sheet?

37. Is there anything else related to the draft water sharing plan you would like to comment
on?

Response to Minister's Notes
Minister’s notes in the draft water sharing plan provide additional detail on the proposed  changes to 
the statutory water sharing plan that will be made under the Water Management Act 2000. 

The Minister’s notes included in the draft Water Sharing Plan for the Namoi Alluvial Groundwater 
Sources 2019 are shown below, and your feedback is sought. 

1. Ministers Note

The groundwater within the Upper Namoi Zone 11 groundwater source is highly connected to surface 
water, particularly upstream of Elfin Crossing.  
There has been a history of concern over groundwater extraction at and above Elfin Crossing on 
Maules Creek, including the impacts of groundwater pumping on access to domestic and stock basic 
landholder rights and on the pools adjacent to Elfin Crossing. Historically, to manage the groundwater 
level decline, the Department has placed temporary water restrictions on groundwater users with 
aquifer access licences. There have been numerous representations from community members to 
reintroduce these restrictions in the current drought. 
To manage the situation over the long term, the Department proposes to create two management 
zones in the Upper Namoi Zone 11 groundwater source – upstream and downstream of Elfin 
Crossing, and to include in this Water Sharing Plan specific access rules in the upstream zone. See 
Division 2 of Part 8 of this plan. 
The detail of the rules will be the subject of discussions with stakeholders during the public exhibition 
phase of the draft water resource plan and water sharing plan.  
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38. Do you have any comments on the Minister's Note?

2. Minister's Note

To assess compliance with the long-term average annual extraction limits in each groundwater 
source, the average annual extraction over the past five years will be compared with the long-term 
average annual extraction limits. 
This is a change for the Upper and Lower Namoi groundwater sources, which previously had a three-
year assessment period. This change provides consistency across groundwater sources. It will 
provide sufficient flexibility to accommodate climatic variability while still protecting environmental 
values.  
No change is proposed to the trigger for requiring action to ensure compliance with the long-term 
average annual extraction limit.  
Your input is sought on this proposed change. 

39. Do you have any comments on the Minister's Note?

3. Minister's Note

The existing water sharing plan specifies the process to assess compliance with the long-term 
average annual extraction limits. An additional rule that directly adopts the Basin Plan provisions for 
assessing compliance with the Basin Plan long term average sustainable diversion limits is included in 
this Plan. This is needed to meet NSW obligations under the Basin Plan. 
If compliance action is required, the only option for the Minister under the current water sharing plans 
is to make available water determinations of less than 1 ML per unit share of access licence share 
component of lower priority access licences. This draft plan proposed that an additional mechanism is 
available to the Minister - to limit the maximum water account debit in a water year for lower priority 
access licences. 
Principles for applying the compliance mechanisms are being developed, and will be used to guide 
the proposed approach in the plan area. Additional explanatory materials are also being developed 
and will be available on commencement of the plan. 
Discussion will be held with stakeholders ahead of the application of any compliance approach. 

40. Do you have any comments on the Minister's Note?



Draft Namoi Alluvium Water Resource Plan

11/14

4. Minister's Note

Under the Achieving Sustainable Groundwater Entitlements program, the total entitlements of aquifer 
access licences in the Upper Namoi Zone 1 groundwater source were reduced by 90%. Since the 
original entitlement reduction, the local water utility has forfeited 500 ML of their entitlement to 
redistribute to aquifer access licence holders. Each year, the Department has been giving these users 
an Available Water Determination of 2.3ML per unit share, which equates to the 500 ML forfeited by 
the local water utility. 
To ensure continuing access to this water by Upper Namoi Zone 1 users, the Department proposes to 
formalise the current arrangements in the new water sharing plan, specifically to including provisions 
that: 
* allow for a maximum available water determination in Zone 1 of 2.3 ML/unit share of entitlement,
* allow carryover of 4.6 ML/unit share of entitlement to ensure equity between all upper Namoi
zone users
* set a maximum water account debit of 4.6 ML/ unit share of entitlement

41. Do you have any comments on the Minister's Note?

5. Minister's Note

The groundwater within the Upper Namoi Zone 11 groundwater source is highly connected to surface 
water, particularly upstream of Elfin Crossing.  
There has been a history of concern over groundwater extraction at and above Elfin Crossing on 
Maules Creek, including the impacts of groundwater pumping on access to domestic and stock basic 
landholder rights and on the pools adjacent to Elfin Crossing. Historically, to manage the groundwater 
level decline, the Department has placed temporary water restrictions on groundwater users with 
aquifer access licences. There have been numerous representations from community members to 
reintroduce these restrictions in the current drought. 
To manage the situation over the long term, the Department proposes to create two management 
zones in the Upper Namoi Zone 11 groundwater source – upstream and downstream of Elfin 
Crossing, and to include in this Water Sharing Plan specific access rules in the upstream zone, linked 
to access conditions for unregulated river licences in Maules Creek. 
The detail of the rules will be the subject of discussions with stakeholders during the public exhibition 
phase of the draft water resource plan and water sharing plan. 

42. Do you have any comments on the Minister's Note?

6. Minister's Note

Access rules for the Cockburn Management Zone are under consideration. This includes a revised 
flow reference point and related provisions. 
Groundwater access rules in the Cockburn area have recognised surface/groundwater connectivity 
and the environmental values of the Cockburn River. To date stakeholders have expressed concerns 
regarding the appropriateness of the current rules. Further studies have been undertaken to inform 
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proposed rules for the replacement plan. 
The detail of the rules will be the subject of discussions with stakeholders during the public exhibition 
phase of the draft water resource plan and water sharing plan.  The intention is to align these rules 
with the revised access rules in the surface water sharing plan for this area. 

43. Do you have any comments on the Minister's Note?

Response to other schedules

44. Do you have any comments on “Schedule B” - Water Resource Plan Index?

45. Do you have any other comments on “Schedule C” - Consultation Information?

46. Do you have any other comments on “Schedule D” - Risk Assessment Information?

47. Do you have any other comments on “Schedule E” - Extreme Events Information?
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48. Do you have any other comments on “Schedule G” - Information and methods used in
preparing the water resource plan?

49. Do you have any other comments on “Schedule H” - Monitoring, reporting and evaluation
plan?

50. Do you have any other comments on “Schedule I” - Information relating to take for
consumptive use?

51. Do you have any comments on “Appendix A” - Water resource plan area description?

Additional information

If you would like to provide any additional information in the form of supporting documents or files to 
help us understand your view, email murray.gw.wrp@nsw.gov.au from the same email you provided 
above. 

All submissions will be posted on the NSW Department of Industry website after the public exhibition 
period closes. 

A copy of your responses will be emailed to the address that you provided 

How did you hear about the public exhibition of this plan?
Tick all that apply

mailto:murray.gw.wrp@nsw.gov.au
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52. Please let us know how you heard about the opportunity to make a submission
Mark all that apply.

 newspaper

 radio

 NSW Department of Industry website

 "Have your say" website

 social media

 communication from other organisations

 Other: 

Thank you very much for your submission. You will receive a copy of your submission via email. For any additional 
questions please email namoi.gw.wrp@dpi.nsw.gov.au

https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
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