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Water source context 
Water Sharing Plan: Richmond River Area Unregulated, Regulated and Alluvial 

Water Sources 2023  

Extraction Management Unit (EMU): Richmond Area Coastal Floodplain Alluvial EMU 

Area:      47 km2 

Inflowing water source:   Nil 

Receiving water source:   Nil 

Groundwater-dependent ecosystems:  GDE's are identified on the draft plan GDE map within 
this water source  

Approximate average annual rainfall: 1,276 mm/year (measured at Coraki, Richmond Terrace) 

 

 

Basic landholder rights 
Domestic and stock rights estimate: 666 ML/year 

Native title rights: Four native title determinations exist in this plan area and 
water may be taken in the exercise of native title rights in 
accordance with the Native Title Act 1993 of the 
Commonwealth. 

 

Licensed water entitlements 
Total groundwater entitlement:  686 ML/year 

Local water utilities entitlement:  0 ML/year 
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Rules 

Managing Access Licenses 

Each water access licence has its own share component (volume of the licence) and a water 
allocation account that acts like a bank account where water is credited or debited. 

• Water is credited to an account by an available water determination 

• Water is debited from the account when water is extracted. Total extraction from a work 
(pump, bore, etc.) will be measured via metering or logbooks. 

Carryover  

Carryover is not permitted for aquifer access licences in this water source. 

 

Table 1. Draft rules for granting access licenses 

Type Proposed rules 

There are limited purposes for which a new licence will be granted. It is anticipated that most additional 
water needs will be sourced from the market. One reason a licence may be granted is for Aboriginal cultural 
purposes. Other reasons are identified in Clause 10 of the Water Management Act General Regulation 2018. 

Aboriginal cultural access 
licence 

Permitted, up to 10 ML/year per licence, subject to assessment. 

Aboriginal community 
development access licence 

Permitted, up to 9,048 ML/year. 

Note:  Additional licence shares may be granted through a controlled allocation process as the current 

entitlement and basic landholder rights are well below the long-term average-annual extraction limit. 

 

Table 2. Draft alluvial groundwater access rules 

Note: the distance rules for groundwater water supply works are detailed in the Report Card for the Draft 
Rules for Groundwater Works Approvals. 

  

Type Proposed rules 

Cease to take No access rules are proposed for this water source. Coastal floodplain alluvial 
groundwater is not considered to be highly connected to surface water. 

https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/538960/groundwater-works-approvals.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/538960/groundwater-works-approvals.pdf


Department of Planning and Environment 
Water sharing plan report card 

Report card for the Richmond Area Coastal Floodplain Alluvial Groundwater Source 3 

Table 3. Draft water trading (dealing) rules 

Type Proposed rules 

Trading covers conversion of access licence to a new category (for example from unregulated river to 
aquifer), assignment of rights dealings (trading of a licence), share component dealings between water 
sources (trading of entitlement between water sources), water allocation dealings (trading an annual 
allocation) and water supply works dealings (relocation of an extraction point). 

INTO water source Not permitted 

WITHIN water source  Permitted, subject to assessment 

Groundwater to surface 
water 

Not applicable 

 

Key factors for decisions 
• This new water source covers the alluvial floodplain deposits downstream of the tidal limit. 

These alluvial deposits are hydrogeologically distinct from the upriver alluvial deposits which 
are more connected to surface water.  

• A long-term average annual extraction limit of 13 000 ML/year is proposed for this water 
source. The boundary of the proposed new water source is shown on the high resolution, 
zoomable, plan map available on the public exhibition website. 

• Any existing groundwater licences and approvals associated with the alluvium within the new 
water source boundaries will be amended to reflect the new water source.  

• Unlike all other water sources in the Richmond River Area plan, additional licence shares may 
be granted in this water source through a controlled allocation process. This is because the 
sum of current entitlement and basic landholder rights is well below the extraction limit. 

• Any future water allocations will be limited to volumes that reflect likely sustainable yields of 
water of a suitable quality for the intended purpose. 

 

Public exhibition 
The Department of Planning and Environment seeks feedback from the public on the suitability of 
the proposed rules for this water source. 

The draft Water Sharing Plan for the Richmond River Area Unregulated, Regulated and Alluvial 
Water Sources 2023 and supporting fact sheets are available from the department’s Public 
Exhibition website.  

 

https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water/plans-programs/water-sharing-plans/recently-on-public-exhibition
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water/plans-programs/water-sharing-plans/recently-on-public-exhibition

