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Submission number 
 

 

How to fill out this form 

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment -Water is seeking your comments on the draft Water Sharing 

Plan for the Greater Metropolitan Region Groundwater Sources 2022.  

Key issues and changes have been summarised in this submission form, although comment on all aspects of the 

water sharing plan is welcome. For water source specific details including rules, please see the water source report 

cards. More detailed comments are welcomed as attachments.   

A copy of your submission will be sent to your email address provided in the next section. 

Send completed submissions to: 
Post: Greater Metropolitan Region WSP 

DPE Water 
PO Box 2213, 
Dangar NSW 2309 

Email: GreaterMetroGW.WSP@dpie.nsw.gov.au 

Note: Submissions close 7 August 2022 

Information on privacy and confidentiality 

The NSW Government will consider all submissions received. The Government values your input and 

accepts that information you provide may be private and personal. 

If you want your submission or your personal details to be treated as confidential, please indicate this by 

ticking the relevant box below. If you do not make a request for confidentiality, the department may make 

your submission, including any personal details contained in the submission, available to the public. 

Be aware that the NSW Department of Planning and Environment may be required by law to release copies 

of submissions to third parties in accordance with the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009.   

1. I give permission for my submission to be publicly available on the NSW 
Department of Planning and Environment website * 

☐Yes          ☐No 

2. I would like my personal details to be kept confidential ☐Yes          ☐No 

 

https://www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/copyright
mailto:GreaterMetroGW.WSP@dpie.nsw.gov.au
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Your details 

1. Email address* 
 

2. Name of respondent*  
 

3. Address 
 

 

4. Contact phone 
number* 

 

5. Are you an individual 
or representing an 
organisation?* 

Mark only one 

☐ Organisation          

☐ Individual (skip to next section) 

6. Name of organisation*  

7. Who are you 
representing?* 

Mark only one 

☐ Government 

☐ Peak representative 
organisation (skip to 
question 9) 

☐ Irrigator (skip to next 
section) 

☐ Water related industry 
(skip to next section) 

☐ Other (skip to next 
section) 

 

Government organisations 

8. What level of 
government 
organisation are you? 

Mark only one 

☐ Commonwealth 

☐ NSW 

☐ State – other 

☐ Local 

Skip to next section 

Peak representative 
organisations 

9. Which stakeholder 
group best describes 
you? 

Mark only one 

☐ Environment 

☐ Irrigator/turf-grower/horticulturalist 

☐ Groundwater licence holder – other industry 

☐ Groundwater user -basic rights 

☐ First Nation 

☐ Mining industry 

☐ Local council/utilities 

☐ Local landholder 

☐ Other:  
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Your details 

10. Did you attend a 
Greater Metropolitan 
Region Water Sharing 
Plan public webinar, a 
public face to face 
meeting or have a 
meeting with the 
department about the 
water sharing plan? 

☐ public webinar 

☐ public face to face meeting 

☐ one-on-one or industry meeting 

☐ none of these 

 

 

 

 

11. Do your comments 
refer to a specific 
water source? 

Mark only one 

☐ No 

☐ Botany Sands Groundwater Source 

☐ Coxs River Fractured Rock Groundwater Source (proposed to be amalgamated 
into the Lachlan Fold Belt Greater Metropolitan Groundwater Source) 

☐ Goulburn Fractured Rock Groundwater Source (proposed to be amalgamated 
into the Lachlan Fold Belt Greater Metropolitan Groundwater Source) 

☐ Hawkesbury Alluvium Groundwater Source 

☐ Maroota Tertiary Sands Groundwater Source 

☐ Metropolitan Coastal Sands Groundwater Source 

☐ Sydney Basin Central Groundwater Source 

☐ Sydney Basin Cox’s River Groundwater Source (proposed to be amalgamated into 
the Sydney Basin West Groundwater Source) 

☐ Sydney Basin Blue Mountains Groundwater Source (proposed to be 
amalgamated into the Sydney Basin West Groundwater Source) 

☐ Sydney Basin Nepean Groundwater Source 

☐ Sydney Basin North Groundwater Source 

☐ Sydney Basin Richmond Groundwater Source (proposed to be amalgamated into 
the Sydney Basin West Groundwater Source) 

☐ Sydney Basin South Groundwater Source 

Attach extra pages if required 
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Water source boundaries 

The replacement plan amalgamates: 

• The Coxs River Fractured Rock and The Goulburn Fractured Rock Groundwater Sources to become the 

Lachlan Fold Belt Greater Metropolitan Groundwater Source and the 

• Sydney Basin Blue Mountains, Sydney Basin Coxs River and Sydney Basin Richmond Groundwater Sources to 

become the Sydney Basin West Groundwater Source. 

The reason these were amalgamated is that the proposed groundwater sources combine the areas which are the 

same geology, with the same rainfall recharge characteristics. The proposed change agrees with NSW groundwater 

management principles and enables trade between some connected aquifers which is currently prevented. 

Other changes made to boundaries include: 

• Incorporating additional areas which are recently reclaimed land in Port Botany 

• Increasing the boundary area of the Hawkesbury Alluvium to include areas of the alluvial aquifer which were 

excluded previously 

• Increasing the Maroota Tertiary Sands Groundwater Source boundary area to include areas within an existing 

land management plan 

• Incorporating areas which are below water bodies into groundwater sources. 

• Recognising that groundwater sources are “stacked” in the plan area – for example, sand and alluvial 

groundwater source are distinct from the underlying rock. 

These changes aim to include all highly connected aquifers into the same groundwater source, ensure groundwater 

extraction from all areas within the plan boundary are managed under a water sharing plan and assist in 

implementing plan rules. 

1. Do you support the 

amalgamation of the 

groundwater sources? 

 

Please provide a reason for your 

support/opposition. 

☐ No                      ☐ Yes 
 
Reason: 
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Water source boundaries 

2. Do you support the 

changes that increase or 

decrease the borders of 

groundwater sources? 

Which ones/why? 

☐ No                     ☐ Yes 
 
Which ones: 
 
Reason: 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Do you support or oppose 

the changes that separate 

groundwater sources 

from underlying 

groundwater sources of a 

different geology? 

Which ones/why? 

☐ No                      ☐ Yes 
 
Which ones: 
 
Reason: 
 

Attach extra pages if required 

 

 

Long term average annual extraction limits 

Long-term average annual extraction limits in NSW groundwater sources are established according to a risk-based 

method which apportions some rainfall recharge for the environment and leaves some available for extraction. The 

replacement plan provides revised long term average annual extraction limits. These limits were revised because: 

• Rainfall recharge estimation methods and data have improved during the life of the plan, 

• Boundaries have changed affecting the recharge area, 

• Risks to groundwater dependent ecosystems and groundwater demand for other purposes have changed 

over the life of the plan. 

Do you support the proposed 

Long-Term Average annual 

Extraction Limits? 

 

Please provide a reason for your 

support/opposition. 

☐ No                      ☐ Yes 
 
Reason: 
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Long term average annual extraction limits 

High priority groundwater dependent ecosystems 

Distance restrictions for groundwater supply works apply near high priority groundwater dependent ecosystems. 

Additional groundwater-dependent ecosystems identified during the life of the plan have been included in the 

proposed plan. This is consistent with the objectives of plan review for replacement. These are: 

• high priority groundwater dependent vegetation ecosystems, shown on a high priority groundwater 

dependent ecosystem map 

• coastal wetlands 

Some ecosystems identified for protection with distance restrictions in the 2011 plan have been removed. These 

are: 

• groundwater-dependent ecosystems outside the plan area 

• vegetation ecosystems which are not groundwater dependent 

• vegetation ecosystems which are groundwater dependent but included in the mapped vegetation 

groundwater-dependent ecosystems and more readily identified in this way. 

These have been removed because: 

• the ecosystem is either not groundwater dependent or outside the plan area 

• risks to the health of groundwater-dependent ecosystems outside the plan area is managed by strategies in 

other water sharing plans 

• effects of groundwater extraction on all groundwater-dependent ecosystems are considered when approvals 

or dealing are assessed. 

 

Do you support the proposed 

changes to the high priority 

groundwater dependent 

ecosystems in the plan? 

 

Why/why not? 

☐ No                      ☐ Yes 
 
Reason: 
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Applications for Aboriginal Community Development licences 

We propose to permit applications for Aboriginal Community Development access licences in the Hawkesbury 

Alluvium, Lachlan Fold Belt Greater Metropolitan, Maroota Tertiary Sands, Metropolitan Coastal Sands, Sydney 

Basin Central, Sydney Basin North and Sydney Basin South Groundwater Sources. 

Do you support allowing 

Aboriginal Community 

Development Licences in select 

areas? 

Please explain why/why not. 

☐ No                      ☐ Yes 
 
Reason: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Access rules 

Unregulated river access rules of the Greater Metropolitan Region Unregulated River Water Sources water sharing 

plan affect aquifer access licence holders within waterfront land and in the Hawkesbury Alluvium. Changes include: 

• names of some unregulated river water sources and management zones have changed 

• cease to pump thresholds have changed in some water sources 

• some exemptions have been removed 

• the rules which apply to groundwater take are more clearly identified in the plan 

• the definition of where these rules apply has changed although the areas where they apply have not. 

The rules and changes aim to ensure licensed access doesn’t impact on the surface water environment, town water 

supply or basic rights access from surface water systems. 

Do you support/oppose changes 

to the access rules? 

 

Why?/Why not? A specific rule 

only or the rules in general? 

☐ No                      ☐ Yes 
 
Reason/details: 
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Additional feedback 

The previous sections relate to the key proposed changes from the current water sharing plan. However, comments 

on all aspects of the plan are welcome and encouraged. Please use the space below, or attachments if required or 

preferred. 

Comments on any aspects of the 

draft plan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Additional Information 
If you would like to provide any additional information in the form of supporting documents or files to help us 

understand your view, email GreaterMetroGW.WSP@dpie.nsw.gov.au from the same email you provided above. 

All submissions with approval for publication will be posted on the department's website after the public 

exhibition period closes along with the final review reports. 

mailto:GreaterMetroGW.WSP@dpie.nsw.gov.au
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