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BOOSTING BUSINESS INNOVATION ACROSS CENTRAL WEST 

The NSW Government is partnering with Charles Sturt University (CSU) to help boost 
business innovation across the Central West. 

State Member for Bathurst Paul Toole said CSU's 'CenWest Innovate Program' will be 
launched on Wednesday (29 March) as part of the Government's Boosting Business 
Innovation Program. 

“CSU's CenWest Innovate Program based in Bathurst, will deliver a business accelerator 
program including training and support to boost the innovation capabilities of small to 
medium sized enterprises (SMEs) across the Central West and help develop new innovative 
ideas for market,” Mr Toole said. 

“Entrepreneurial capabilities will be developed through regular events and workshops as well 
as a 'Next Stage Growth Program' to help businesses scale up and grow their operations.  

“The first CenWest Innovate event was held last Saturday when Troy Haines from the 
SPACE startup co-working space in Cairns led a 'Starting a Business Bootcamp' to develop 
capabilities of emerging entrepreneurs to bring new products to market.” 

Deputy Premier and Minister for Small Business John Barilaro said the NSW Government is 
providing $12 million to the state's 11 universities and the CSIRO - including $1 million to 
CSU - to support collaboration with their local business communities.  

“This program aims to give businesses access to university technology and expertise to 
drive innovation and economic growth right across NSW including the Central West,” Mr 
Barilaro said.  

CSU Vice Chancellor Professor Andrew Vann said the Boost program will enable CSU to 
develop a 'Multi-Region Hub Program' to continue its 100 year tradition of engaging with 
local communities and regional industries to drive innovation and entrepreneurship. 

“The strength and breadth of CSU's footprint will allow us to drive innovative potential across 
regional Australia. As well as CenWest Innovate, CSU plans to develop an Agritech 
Incubator Hub in Wagga Wagga to develop agricultural technology innovation and start-ups 
for regional Australia. 

"We also plan to develop a statewide mobile Indigenous Entrepreneurship Pop-Up 
Innovation Hub to help indigenous individuals and communities generate new business 
ideas." 

Further information on the Boost program is at:Industry.nsw.gov.au/boosting-innovation. 

http://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/business-and-industry-in-nsw/innovation-and-research/boosting-business-innovation-program

	MEDIA RELEASE



