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Draft Water Sharing Plan for the NSW Great
Artesian Basin Groundwater Sources 2020

Changes to the Water Sharing Plan

Public Exhibition T Lightning Ridge 3 March
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Purpose

AWhat is a water sharing plan?

AProcess for replacing the 2008 water sharing plan
A Stakeholder consultation

AOverview of key changes to the water sharing plan
ANext steps

AHave your say
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What Is a water sharing plan?

AA legal document under the Water Management Act 2000

APrimary legal framework for sharing and managing water access in
NSW

A Sets limits on extraction and defines how water shall be shared

ARecognises basic landholder rights and establishes water for the
environment

A Sets rules for water trading and granting of licences and approvals
AProvides security of access for water users

Aln place for 10 years
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Process for replacing the plan

A The NSW Great Artesian Basin water sharing plan commenced in 2008

A Formal review by the Natural Resources Commission

A Minister extended the plan for an additional two years to allow time for replacement

2018 Now Concurrence
4 i i
Review of Development Public Review Final 2020 Ministerial Commencement
2008 plan of changes Exhibition Submissions plan approval of 2020 plan
! ! !
Key stakeholders Key stakeholders 1 July 2020
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Stakeholder consultation to date

A Great Artesian Basin Advisory Group

AMembership includes landholder interests, environmental interests,
Aboriginal interests, bore water users, Local Land Services, Local
Government

ATwo meetings i October 2019 (phone) and December 2019 (Moree)

AMembers reviewed the draft water sharing plan and provided feedback
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Water sharing in NSW

- Envionment [ Extraction
/N

Basic Landholder Rights Licenced Entitlement
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What is Basic Landholder Right?

Rt access At ~ Extraction
A Not licenced

A Not metered \
A Estimated volume set aside in the water Basic Landholder Rights
sharing plan, this is not a limit / \
Stock and Domestic Rights Native Title Rights
A
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What is Licenced Entitlement?

A Licenced volume of water in a water source

|

Licenced Entitlement
Stock and domestic l
access licence

Aquifer access licence
Local water utility (purposes such as irrigation, industry,

access licence mining, recreation
(town water supply)

A
NSW

GOVERNMENT



Priority of access to water

A 1. Environment and Basic Landholder Rights
A2. Stock and Domestic Licences + Local Water Utility Licences

A3. Aquifer Access Licences
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Key changes to the water sharing plan

ARevised estimates and method for Basic Landholder Rights
ARevised long-term average annual extraction limits

A Additional distance rules for water supply work approvals

A Additional mandatory conditions




Basic landholder rights requirements

A 2008 estimates were based on broadscale stocking rates and domestic consumption rates

A Revised method considers number of properties, more detail on stocking rates and
reliance on alternative water sources

Groundwater Source 2020 estimates

Eastern Recharge 3,200
Southern Recharge 13,500
Surat 20,400
Warrego 3,600
Central 3,800
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Extraction limit (Eastern & Southern Recharge)

A Extraction limit is a percentage of net recharge

A 70% for extraction (extraction limit)
No change from 2008 plan

A 30% committed to the environment

A Revised recharge estimates (technical report is available)

A Higher recharge estimates = increase to the extraction limit and increase of water committed
to the environment

Groundwater 2020 limit 2020 BLR Available for 2020 licenced
Source licenced entitlement
extraction
Eastern Recharge 16,200 ML/yr 3,200 ML/yr 13,000 ML/yr 35,006 ML/yr
Southern Recharge 38,700 ML/yr 13,500 ML/yr 25,200 ML/yr 27,528 ML/yr

NOW

GOVERNMENT



Extraction limit (Surat, Warrego & Central)

The extraction limit Is:

basic landholder rights + 2008 entitlement + 30% of water savings made since 1999

A plus the volume of water lost to open drains to deliver domestic and stock rights
A plus 30% of any future water savings

Groundwater Requirements for 2008 Entitlement 30% of water savings LTAAEL starting
Source Basic Landholder made since 1999 volume (1 July 2020)

Rights (2020 WSP)

Surat 20,400 ML/yr 7,645 ML/yr 15,401 ML/yr 43,446 ML/yr
Warrego 3,600 ML/yr 558 ML/yr 4,658 ML/yr 8,816 ML/yr

Central 3,800 ML/yr 68 ML/yr 1,325 ML/yr 5,193 ML/yr



Setback distance rules

The water sharing plan includes new distance rules for:
A cultural sites that are groundwater-dependent

Recharge zone = 100m BLR bores, 200m all other bores
Artesian = 50,000m

A local water utility bores (1,000m)

A monitoring bores (400m)
A on site sewage disposal systems (250m - recharge areas only)

A groundwater-dependent vegetation ecosystems (100m BLR, 200m all other bores - recharge areas only)

Applies to new or amended water supply work approvals
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Groundwater-dependent ecosystems in the GAB

Springs Groundwater-dependent vegetation

A |dentified in 2008 plan ecosystems

A Additional springs added from work conducted post 2008 A Not identified in the 2008 plan

A Identified by a table of co-ordinates in the 2020 plan A Identified by vegetation community mapping method

A Applies to all groundwater sources across the GAB A Identified by a map in the 2020 plan

Schedule 2  High priority groundwater-dependent ecosystems (clause 4, 39 and A App“es Only to the Eastern ReCharge Groundwa‘ter
41)
Table A— High priority geothermal spring groundwater dependent ecosystems SO urce an d th e SO Uth ern ReCh arg e G rou ndwater SO urce
Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 3 Column 6 s
High priority Complex Supergroup (Latitude - Longitude - |(Groundwater
groundwater name Decimal Decimal Source
dependent degrees degrees (East)
ecosystem (South)
Bingewilpa Bingewilpa Bourke -30.0310 142 6600 Central Groundwater
Source
Boongunyarrah [Boongunyarra |Bourke -29.4500 145.1000 Warrego
Groundwater Source
Black Boongunyarra |Bourke -29.4528 1451021 Warrego
Groundwater Source
MotherNosey [Boongunyarra |Bourke -29.4540 1451014 Warrego
Groundwater Source
Colless Colless Bourke -29.4188 1462112 Warrego
Groundwater Source
Callans M Aallans Ravrlra 70 ARST 1487210 [ ThiTneram ~
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Groundwater Sources

[ ] central Groundwater Source

[ Eastem Recharge Groundwater Source
[ Southemn Recharge Groundwater Source
[ Surat Groundwater Source

|:| Warrego Groundwater Source







