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Submission form for proposed changes to the 
Towamba River Unregulated and Alluvial Water 
Sharing Plan 

How to fill out this form 
The department is seeking your comments on the draft Water Sharing Plan for the Towamba River 
Unregulated and Alluvial Water Sources 2022. Note: Submissions close 19/06/2022 

Key issues and changes have been summarised in this submission form, although comment on all 
aspects of the water sharing plan is welcome. For water source specific details including rules, 
please see the water source report cards. More detailed comments are welcomed as attachments.  
Send completed submissions to: 

Post:   ATT: Bridie Halse – Towamba WSP  
               DPE Water 
               PO Box 2213, Dangar 2309  

Email:   towamba.wsp@dpie.nsw.gov.au  

Information on privacy and confidentiality 

Submissions received will be considered by NSW Department of Planning, and Environment and 
the Department of Primary Industries.  The department values your input and accepts that 
information you provide may be private and personal. 

If you would prefer your submission or your personal details to be treated as confidential, please 
indicate this by ticking the relevant box below. If you do not make a request for confidentiality, 
the department may make your submission, including any personal details contained in the 
submission, available to the public. 

• Please note that, regardless of a request for confidentiality, the department may be required by 
law to release copies of submissions to third parties in accordance with the Government 
Information (Public Access) Act 2009.   

I would like my submission to be treated as confidential ☐Yes  ☐No 

I would like my personal details to be treated as confidential ☐Yes  ☐No 

Name  

Postal Address  

Telephone  

Email Address  
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Stakeholder Group  

(please indicate which of the 

following best represents your 

interest by ticking one box) 

☐ Water user – Licence 

holder 

☐ Water user – Basic 

Rights 

☐ Fishing interests 

☐ Local govt./ Utilities 

☐ First Nation 

☐ Local landholder 

☐ Other government 

☐  Environment interests 

☐ Community member 

☐ Other (specify) 

Did you attend the 

Towamba public 

webinar, a face to face 

meeting or have a 

meeting with the 

department about the 

water sharing plan? 

 

If your comments refer to 

a specific water source, 

which one? 

 

 

Long-term average annual extraction limit 

The replacement plan creates two long term average annual extraction limits (LTAAELs).  

• The Standard LTAAEL which sets a limit on extraction from all flows except for higher 
flows.  

• The Higher flow LTAAEL that manages extractions that can only take from higher flows. 

The reason for the two extraction limits is to limit extractions from all other flows and encourage 
extraction from higher flows. 

Do you support the new 
LTAAEL (Long Term 
Average Annual Extraction 
Limits) definition? 

Why/why not? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Towamba River Coastal Floodplain Alluvial Groundwater Water Source 

The draft plan proposes to establish a new groundwater water source in the alluvium downstream 
of the mangrove limit. 
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The extraction limit for the proposed water source is higher than current usage levels and is set at 
202 ML/yr. 

Any additional water for licensed take may be made available through a controlled allocation 
process in the future. 

Do you support inclusion 
of the new Towamba 
River Coastal Floodplain 
Alluvial Groundwater 
Water Source? Why / why 
not? 

 

 

 

 

 

Draft Access Rules for surface water sources 

The cease to pump rules protect ecological values and basic landholder rights in unregulated 
rivers from risks of insufficient low flows. 

It is the level in the river at which water users need to cease pumping. 

Changes are being proposed for Pambula Lake and Tributaries, Upper Towamba River, Lower 
Towamba River, Myrtle Creek, Mataganah Creek, Jingo Creek and Wog Wog River water sources. 

Do you support the 
proposed cease to 
pump rules? 

Please explain 
why/why not. 

 

Will the proposed 
cease to pump rules 
impact your business?  

If so, could you please 
explain how? 

 

Do you think that the 
proposed cease to 
pump rules 
appropriately protect 
the environment? 

Please explain 
why/why not. 

 

 



Department of Planning and Environment 

Submission form 

Submission form for proposed changes to the Towamba River Unregulated and Alluvial Water Sharing Plan 4 

Conversion to high flow access licences 

It is proposed to allow conversion from a standard access licence to an access licence that can 
only extract from high flows in 2 water sources (Myrtle Creek and Mataganah Creek). If a 
conversion is to occur the licence share component would increase by 2.5 times but it would only 
be allowed to extract from high flows. The current plan also permits these conversions in Upper  
and Lower Towamba River, Jingo Creek and Wog Wog River Water Sources but this will no longer 
be allowed due to new information from the updated risk assessment showing the presence of 
the flow dependent Australian grayling fish species in the Towamba water sources and a low 
likelihood of stress from extraction in the low flows in Jingo Creek and Wog Wog River water 
sources so it is not necessary to include rules to mitigate stress in the low flows.  

Further information is contained in Part 8 of the draft plan and in the background document as well 
as the report cards for the relevant water sources. 

Do you think this is 
appropriate? Why / why not? 

 

 

Draft trading rules 

The current plan prohibits trade between water sources. 

Trade opportunities in the draft plan will be increased to allow trade from specific water sources 
into Wog Wog River, Upper Towamba, Myrtle creek, Mataganah Creek and Lower Towamba water 
sources.  

Do you support increasing 
trade into these water 
sources? 

 

Do increased trade 
opportunities encourage 
you to buy/sell water? 

Please explain why/why 
not. 

 

Do you have any 
comments on this aspect 
of the draft plan? 
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Managing the risks of increased harvestable rights 

In 2022 the volume of water that can be captured in harvestable rights dams in coastal draining 
catchments will increase from 10% to 30% of rainfall runoff.  

This could impact on the volume of flow that reaches rivers. The plan includes a requirement that 
the uptake of harvestable rights will be assessed at year 3 and then access and trade rules may 
be reviewed if the uptake is greater than 10% of rainfall runoff. 

The amendment provision can be found in Part 10 of the draft Plan 

Do you think this is 
appropriate? Why / why not? 

 

 

Water supply works approvals 

Works such as pumps, pipes, bores and weirs used for extracting water under licence require a 
water supply works approval. Rules controlling the granting of water supply works approvals or 
the nomination of water supply works are included in the Plan to minimise impacts on existing 
extraction and sensitive areas, including: 

• distances from where a new or replacement bore can be located, such as the distance from 
a contaminated source, a groundwater dependent ecosystem, or a culturally significant 
site for example 

• prohibiting works that cause more than minimal impact to coastal wetlands. 

These distance rules are contained in Part 7 of the plan. 

Do you think the distance 
rules for new or 
replacement bores are 
appropriate? If not, why? 

 

Do you think rules to 
minimise impact on 
coastal wetlands are 
appropriate? If not, why? 
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Applications for Aboriginal Community Development licences 

We propose to permit applications for Aboriginal Community Development access licences in 
Myrtle Creek, Mataganah Creek, Jingo Creek, Wog Wog River and Towamba River Coastal 
Floodplain Alluvial Groundwater water sources. 

Do you support allowing 
Aboriginal Community 
Development Licences in 
select areas? 

Please explain why/why 
not. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metering provisions 

Do you support the proposed metering provisions and continuation of current metering 
requirements? 

The non-urban water metering framework will apply to coastal areas of NSW in December 2023. 
Currently all works in the Towamba Water Sharing Plan are required to have a meter. Under the 
replacement plan these works will be required to continue metering. By December 2023, all 
meters must comply with the non-urban water metering framework. 

New works also be required to adhere to the Non-urban metering framework. 

Do you have any 
comments on this aspect 
of the draft plan? 
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Additional feedback 

The previous sections relate to the key proposed changes from the current water sharing plan. 
However, comments on all aspects of the plan are welcome and encouraged. Please use the 
space below, or attachments if required or preferred. 

Comments on any aspect 
of the draft plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did you hear about 

the Public Exhibition?  

(please tick one box) 

☐ Communication from peak 

body 

☐ Department of Planning, 

and Environment Website 

☐ Radio 

☐ Social media 

☐ Newspaper 

☐ Other (specify) 

☐ Direct email 
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